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From Epics and Essays to Myths and 
Manuscripts: Navigating Comparative Reading
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• Analyze the complexity of the Benchmarks for 
Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) English 
Language Arts (ELA) Standards comparative 
reading (R.3.3) benchmark across grades 6-12 and 
create benchmark-aligned instructional tasks.

• Investigate an instructional plan and an 
instructional routine that meet the full demands of 
the R.3.3 benchmark.
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Handout #1
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6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th 

Handout #1
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Grade Level:

What is specific to my grade level?

Grade 4

Introduce the terms “primary 
sources” and “secondary sources.”

Accounts of the same event

Compare and contrast

Handouts #1, #2
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Handout #3

6.R.3.3
How does Passage 1 
treat the idea of 
overcoming sad 
experiences differently 
than Passage 2?

Y11.R.3.3
How does Stanza 2 of 
Passage 3 develop a 
different aspect of 
Athena’s experience than 
the version in Passage 1? 

N

• Question meets the demands of 
10.R.3.3

• Possible Revision: How does Passage 
1 address the topic of war differently 
than Passage 2? Be sure to address 
the rhetorical techniques each author 
uses.

9.R.3.3
How do Passage 1 and 
Passage 2 address the 
hero archetype 
differently?

N
• Question meets the demands of 

8.R.3.3
• Possible Revision: How do the 

authors of both passages use 
Odysseus’ epic journey for 
different purposes?

10.R.3.3
How does the author in 
Passage 1 address the 
theme of loss of 
innocence differently 
than the author of 
Passage 2?

N
• Question meets the demands of 

7.R.3.3
• Possible Revision: Passage 2 

offers an alternative 
interpretation of Zeus' struggle 
from Passage 1. How does this 
reinterpretation affect the 
meaning of Passage 2?

Directions: Determine whether the sample focus question meets the demands of the assigned benchmark. If the 
question does not meet the demands of the benchmark, create a possible revision for the question.

Benchmark Sample Focus Question

Question 
Meets the 

Demands of 
the Benchmark 

(Y/N)

Notes/Revisions
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Handouts #2, #3

Grade Level:

What is specific to my grade level?

Grade 4

Introduce the terms “primary 
sources” and “secondary sources.”

Accounts of the same event

Compare and contrast

Write your sample question stem here:
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 Similar Theme or Topic

 Literary Periods

 Instructional Focus
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Historical
Text
2017

Historical
Text
1925

Short Story
1800sPoem

1900sPoem
2000s

930 words 835 words

6th grade 10th grade

Short Story
1922Poem

1910

960 words

8th grade

How does this information about 
text lists and text length influence 

planning for this benchmark?
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Grade Level:

What is specific to my grade level?

Handout #2

Grade 4

Introduce the terms “primary 
sources” and “secondary sources.”

Accounts of the same event

Compare and contrast

Write your sample question stem here:

Text – Genres/Length Range

Grade Text Considerations Length/Range

6 Poetry (Sonnet, Villanelle) Novel, Short Story, 
Informational Text 200-1100

7 Poetry (Sonnet, Villanelle) Novel, Short Story, 
Informational Text 300-1100

8 Poetry, Novel, Short Story, Informational Text 350-1200

9 Poetry (Epics), Novel, Short Story, Informational Text 350-1300

10 Poetry, Novel and Short Story (Coming of Age), 
Informational Text (American Speeches and Essays) 350-1350

11 Poetry, Novel, Short Story, Informational Text 
(Classical Period Speeches and Essays) 350-1350*

12 Poetry, Novel, Short Story, Informational Text 350-1350*

*Grades 11 and 12 are not tested grades and the lengths reflect the Grade 10 range. 
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Grade Level R.3.3 Benchmark
Stacking Benchmarks

Text Details

Vocabulary

Background/Historical Information
Benchmark-Aligned Focus Question

Ladder Questions

Handouts #2, #4

Systematic/Sequential (Ladder) Questions and Sample Responses: 
How will you scaffold your questioning to help students reach the benchmark?

Where is the event with the diner in each passage?
• Passage 1: Paragraphs 4-8
• Passage 2: Paragraphs 11-14

How are the passages different? (consider traits, feelings, motivations, responses to situations and 
perspectives)
• Passage 1: The diner was not satisfied with the dish, and Crum felt insulted by the repeated request 

for a new dish.
• Passage 2: Legend has it that Crum was trying to teach the customer a lesson; however, some 

believe that his sister actually made the first potato chip.

How are the passages similar? (consider traits, feelings, motivations, responses to situations and 
perspectives)
• Both passages say how the potato chip has become very popular.

Benchmark-Aligned Focus Question and Sample Response:
How does each author explain Crum’s response to the diner who sent his food back?

In Passage 1, Crum made a dish he thought would be impolite to eat. However, Passage 
2 says Crum had a sister who changed his dish.

Both authors explain how Crum accidentally made a new dish that was enjoyed.

Vocabulary:
seasoning, ambassador, reputation, backfired, insisted, hothead, crisp, whopping, 
unquestionably

Background/Historical Information:
Who is George Crum?
Information on events in Saratoga Springs, New York in 1853

ELA.4.R.3.3 
Compare and contrast accounts of the same event using primary and/or secondary sources.

Clarification: Introduce the terms “primary sources” and “secondary sources.”

Stacked Benchmarks:
ELA.4.R.2.2: Explain how relevant details support central idea, implied or explicit.
ELA.4.V.1.1: Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing.
ELA.4.V.1.2: Apply knowledge of common Greek and Latin roots, base words, and affixes to determine the meaning of 
unfamiliar words in grade-level content.
ELA.4.V.1.3: Use context clues, figurative language, word relationships, reference materials, and/or background 
knowledge to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning and unknown words and phrases, appropriate to grade 
level.

Genre: informational text: secondary source

Length: 475 words Time Period: 2013

Text 2: What’s the Real Story Behind Potato Chips? Genre: informational text: secondary source

Length: 403 words Time Period: circa 2018

Text 3: Genre:

Length: Time Period:

Text 1: George Crum

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Handout #5
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Grade Level R.3.3 Benchmark
Stacking Benchmarks

Text Details

Vocabulary

Background/Historical Information

Benchmark-Aligned Focus Question

Ladder Questions

Graphic Organizer

Handouts #4, #5
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Handouts #6, #7, #8

What modeling techniques could you use to 
introduce and/or explicitly teach the 
benchmark?

What guided practice activities could you 
use to engage your students? 

What independent practice activities could 
you use to keep your students engaged?

http://www.fldoe.org/
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One thing I will
implement…

I’m still wondering…

I Learned…

O
W
L

Handout #9
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• Analyzed the complexity of the B.E.S.T. ELA 
comparative reading (R.3.3) benchmark across grades 
6-12 and created benchmark-aligned instructional 
tasks.

• Investigated an instructional plan and an instructional 
routine that met the full demands of the R.3.3 
benchmark.
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