Evidence-Based Practices in
Content Area Instruction

Laurie Lee, Ed.D.
Kevin Smith, Ed.D.
FCRR



Goals and Objectives for Today’s Session

Goal:

Participants will gain an understanding of how multiple literacy
strategies may be incorporated into a content area lesson to
help all students comprehend the text.

Objectives:

1. Overview the Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective
Classroom and Intervention Practices practice guide
and the Improving Adolescent Literacy infographic.

2. Engage in activities included in the infographic.

Discuss how to incorporate evidence-based literacy
practices into instruction.

4. Questions and wrap-up.



The Development of IES Practice Guides Available at the
What Works Clearinghouse Website

» The Institute of Education Sciences (IES) publishes practice guides
in education to bring the best available evidence and expertise to
bear on current challenges in education. These practice guides can
be accessed at the What Works Clearinghouse website.

* Authors of practice guides combine their expertise with the findings
of rigorous research, when available, to develop specific
recommendations for addressing these challenges. The authors rate
the strength of the research evidence supporting each of their
recommendations.



Practice Guides on Literacy Instruction

7 practice guides on literacy have been released

O For younger learners

v' Reading comprehension
v Foundational skills
v Elementary writing skills

U For older learners
v' Adolescent literacy and intervention
v' Secondary Writing

U For special populations

v/ Response to intervention
v' English learners



Institute of Education Sciences Practice Guides

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/Pract
iceGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf



https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/adlit_pg_082608.pdf

Recommendations from the Improving Adolescent Literacy:
Effective Classroom and Intervention Practice Guide and
Levels of Evidence



Improving Adolescent Literacy Infographic

The infographic reflects four of the
five recommendations in the
Improving Adolescent Literacy:
Effective Classroom and
Intervention practices as well
steps for implementation of the
recommendations and activities.




Improving Adolescent Literacy Infographic

Similar Infographic
with Science Content




Activities in the Infographic Addressing the
Recommendations



Improving Adolescent Literacy
Infographic

« Handouts:
— Improving Adolescent Literacy
Infographic
— Gettysburg Address text



Improving Adolescent Literacy Infographic Activities

Recor?’lmendation 4 - Increase Student Motivation and Engagement in Literacy Pri or to read | ng the teXt,
Il:linj;ntlt:i.a rry out the Recommendation: The GettySbu rg
o Establish meaningful and engaging content learning goals. Add ress . What are the

o Provide a positive learning environment.

o Make literacy experiences more relevant to students’ interests and m OSt I m po rtant

everyday life.

o Build in student goal setting, self-directed learning, and collaborative Obl |gat|0nS We have aS

learning.

Activity: Develop a “Hook” Question and Conduct an Introductory Discussion Amerl Can Cltl Ze nS at
Related to the Topic. - .
this time?
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Improving Adolescent Literacy Infographic Activities

» Recommendation 1 - Provide Explicit Vocabulary Instruction.
+ How to Carry out the Recommendation:

o Dedicate a portion of regular classroom lessons to explicit vocabulary
instruction.

o Use repeated exposure to new words in multiple oral and written
contexts and allow sufficient practice sessions.

o Give sufficient opportunities to use new vocabulary in a variety of
contexts through activities such as discussion, writing, and extended
reading,

o Provide students with strategies to make them independent vocabulary
learners.

+ Activity: Select words on a continuum so students can construct a linear array
related to the topic.
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Improving Adolescent Literacy Infographic Activities

Recommendation 2 - Provide Direct and Explicit Comprehension Strategy
Instruction.
How to Carry out the Recommendation:
o Select carefully the text to use when first beginning to teach a given strategy.
o Show students how to apply the strategies they are learning to different
texts, not just to one text.
o Ensure that the text is appropriate for the reading level of students.
o Use direct and explicit instruction for teaching students how to use
comprehension strategies.
Activity: Directed Note Taking to help students organize their thoughts and aid
comprehension.
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Improving Adolescent Literacy Infographic Activities

Recommendation 3 - Provide Opportunities for Extended Discussion of Text
Meaning and Interpretation.
How to Carry out the Recommendation:

o Carefully prepare for the discussion by selecting engaging materials and

developing stimulating questions.
o Ask follow-up questions that help provide continuity and extend the

discussion.
o Provide a task or discussion format that the students can follow when

they discuss text in small groups.
o Develop and practice the use of a specific “discussion protocol.”
Activity: Whole Group Extended Text Discussion Activity to Enhance
Comprehension and Foster Engagement.

14



Let’s Talk...

* What are the benefits to content area
teachers of integrating evidence-based
literacy strategies into their instruction?

« How can content area teachers integrate
these strategies into their instruction?

« How can we support content area
teachers as they integrate these
strategies?



Questions?
ksmith@fcrr.org

llee@fcrr.org



mailto:ksmith@fcrr.org
mailto:llee@fcrr.org
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