
 
15800 N.W. 42nd Ave Miami Gardens, FL 33054 Main: 305-623-4287 

 
Friday, February 24, 2023 
 
Florida State Board of Education 
Turlington Building, Suite 1514 
325 West Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
 
 
Dear Members of the State Board, 
 
I am writing this letter to express my support for Miami Dade College's proposed Bachelor of Applied Science 
(BAS) in Dental Hygiene. As someone who understands the importance of providing students with quality 
education and preparing them for the workforce, I believe that this degree program would be a valuable 
addition to the academic offerings at Miami Dade College. 
 
The demand for dental hygiene professionals is on the rise in Florida, and this proposed program is well-timed 
to meet the current and future needs of the healthcare industry in the state. By offering a structured and 
continued academic pathway for students enrolled in the Associate in Science (AS) in Dental Hygiene, the 
BAS in Dental Hygiene will equip students with the necessary skills and knowledge to succeed in this field. 
 
Furthermore, the program's design will not only benefit students but also the community at large. By training 
more qualified dental hygiene professionals, Miami Dade College can contribute to the prosperity and growth 
of Florida's economy. The BAS in Dental Hygiene will provide students with the skills and knowledge they 
need to become leaders in the field of dental hygiene, promoting excellence and innovation in healthcare. 
The community will also benefit from the increased number of dental hygiene professionals in the workforce, 
as it will help to improve the overall quality of dental care services in the region. This is especially important 
given the current global health crisis and the increased need for preventative healthcare measures. 
 
I highly recommend that Miami Dade College's proposal for a Bachelor of Applied Science in Dental Hygiene 
be approved. The program would not only benefit the students enrolled but also the community at large. I offer 
my full support for this initiative and wish the college every success in its endeavors. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Samuel A. Darko, PhD                         
Chief Research Officer  
Dean | School of Arts & Sciences 
Professor | Environmental Sciences      
FMU/FIU Building RM-244      
305-626-3157   



 

 

Charles E. Schmidt College of Science 
Office of the Dean 

777 Glades Road  
Boca Raton, FL 33431-0991 

tel: 561.297.3288  
fax: 561.297.3792 

 
Dr. Valery Forbes 

Dean 
 
 
February 26, 2023 
 
Dear Dean Leiba: 
 
We have recently been informed of Miami Dade College’s interest in providing a valuable four-year 
degree offering to the South Florida community: the Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Dental 
Hygiene. 
 
We are pleased to know that the college continues to further this mission and its efforts by providing 
workforce education to students and expanding hands-on, job relevant courses to meet the needs of our 
community. 
 
The Charles E. Schmidt College of Science supports the BS in Dental Hygiene degree proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Valery Forbes 
Dean 
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