
 

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
     

    
   

   
     

 
 

  
 

    
  

  
 

  
   

     
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
   

   
    

  MAY 10, 2024 

Weekly Memo  

Rule Activity 

Notices of Proposed Rule 
These rule revisions are scheduled for the State Board of Education meeting on May 29, 2024. To 
view the following final proposed rules and submit comments, go to the Florida Department of 
Education (FDOE) State Board Rules Under Review web page: 

• Rule 6A-1.09401, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), Student Performance Standards 
• Rule 6A-1.09412, F.A.C., Course Requirements - Grades K-12 Basic and Adult Secondary 

Programs 

Notices of Rule Development  
To view available drafts and submit comments for the following rules, go to the FDOE State Board 
Rules Under Review web page: 

• 6A-1.09941, F.A.C., State Uniform Transfer of Students in Middle Grades and High School 
• 6A-4.004, F.A.C., Florida Educator's Certificates with Academic, Administrative, Degreed 

Career and Technical, and Specialty Class Coverages, which will have a rule development 
workshop on May 23, 2024. See the notice for the virtual link to participate. 

• Rule 6A-6.03028, F.A.C., Provision of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and 
Development of Individual Educational Plans for Students with Disabilities 

• Rule 6A-6.03311, F.A.C., Procedural Safeguards and Due Process Procedures for Parents 
and Students with Disabilities 

Job Vacancies 

Position Available in the Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources  System (FDLRS) Island 
Coast Associate Center  

FDLRS Island Coast, a discretionary project of Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student 
Services (BEESS), is seeking a Technology Specialist. FDLRS Island Coast serves both Lee and 
Collier Counties. The full job description can be viewed at Specialist, Exceptional Student 
Education (FDLRS Assistive Technology). All applicants must apply on the School District of Lee 
County’s website, to be considered for the position. The application is open until filled. For 
questions, contact Dr. Deidre Phillips at deidremp@leeschools.net or 239-337-8127. 

https://web02.fldoe.org/rules/
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09401
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09412
https://web02.fldoe.org/rules/
https://web02.fldoe.org/rules/
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09941
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-4.004
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03028
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03311
https://www.leeschools.net/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=j33AONJlbFViiRVjeNAh59jgC5zieEtTyZYrRuDFu5nU%2fXt5dWDq3hXSIk0WbRKS%2bD%2fsJ5VbB2u%2fgUzYgl7mg3e8nCP5ExoukxHZM39nWgAxFa4RTNuwUttDAxhpwz2AWmDsMbYgHFFEhBfap8lQp3qWJS3f7mkB3yphLxOHRR5lC77047pwoDcjPgijW4RaCNFjssv8ycvnkDkhvyRDRoNYDNR%2fU2Kks0eI9uJyx%2bljdjLUQL67ndiLfFTWA3eu6SEGUyVrTzhf93srpVtjCdEe01Ez7V7sTVElrhk3MeaditSl7rzmIF%2ftEE11jpc5G%2f7VVA%3d%3d
https://www.leeschools.net/common/pages/DownloadFileByUrl.aspx?key=j33AONJlbFViiRVjeNAh59jgC5zieEtTyZYrRuDFu5nU%2fXt5dWDq3hXSIk0WbRKS%2bD%2fsJ5VbB2u%2fgUzYgl7mg3e8nCP5ExoukxHZM39nWgAxFa4RTNuwUttDAxhpwz2AWmDsMbYgHFFEhBfap8lQp3qWJS3f7mkB3yphLxOHRR5lC77047pwoDcjPgijW4RaCNFjssv8ycvnkDkhvyRDRoNYDNR%2fU2Kks0eI9uJyx%2bljdjLUQL67ndiLfFTWA3eu6SEGUyVrTzhf93srpVtjCdEe01Ez7V7sTVElrhk3MeaditSl7rzmIF%2ftEE11jpc5G%2f7VVA%3d%3d
http://www.leeschools.net/careers
http://www.leeschools.net/careers
mailto:deidremp@leeschools.net
mailto:deidremp@leeschools.net


 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
   

  
 

   
   

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

     
 

 
  

  
  

   
  

    
  

   
   

    
    

  
 
 

  
 

 
 

  
   

 
  

    
  

   
  

Position Available with the Institute for Small and Rural Districts (ISRD) 
ISRD, a discretionary project of BEESS, is seeking a coordinator for the PAEC Region. This 
position will serve Calhoun, FAMU Lab School, FL Department of Corrections, Franklin, FSU Lab 
School, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Liberty, Madison, Tallahassee Collegiate 
Academy, Taylor, Wakulla, Walton, and Washington counties. The position is supported by the 
Putnam County School District. To view the job description and apply, go to Putnam County 
School District Employment, scroll down to “Search Current Job Openings,” click on “Click to view 
current job openings,” then click it again, and select “Coordinator, Exceptional Student Education 
(ESE) Special Projects, ISRD.” For job details (“View Details of Highlighted Position”) and to apply 
(“Apply for Selected Position(s)”), choose the appropriate button in the upper-right-hand corner. 
The application deadline is until filled. If you have questions pertaining to the job description, 
contact Chastity Lee at leec@nefec.org or 386-329-3894. 

Action Items 

2023-2024 Family and Community Involvement Awards 
The FDOE has issued a memorandum regarding the 2023-2024 Family and Community 
Involvement Awards. Online nominations must be submitted by May 24, 2024, per the instructions 
in the memo. 

2023-2024 Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Parent Survey 
Each year, the FDOE surveys parents of students with an individual educational plan to determine 
how well districts and schools are partnering with parents and promoting parent involvement in 
their student’s education. All states must collect these data for reporting on their State 
Performance Plan, as required under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Additionally, 
survey results will be used to help schools and districts improve services and outcomes for 
students with disabilities. We would like to spotlight four districts this week by size that have, thus 
far, shown to have the highest response rate for the 2023-2024 ESE Parent Survey. 
Congratulations Hillsborough (very large), Pasco (large), Columbia (medium) and Gilchrist 
(small) districts! The survey will be open through June 30, 2024. For more information about the 
2023-2024 ESE Parent Survey, go to the FDOE ESE Parent Survey web page. For questions, 
contact Patricia Bodiford, senior educational program director, Instructional Support Services, at 
Patricia.Bodiford@fldoe.org or 850-245-0475. 

Informational Items 

Florida Ranked #1 in Education for Second Year in a Row 
On May 7, 2024, U.S. News & World Report announced that Florida is again ranked first in the 
nation for education. The publication’s Best State ranking is based on a combination of strong 
performances in higher education and K-12 metrics. Florida also ranked first in the Parent Power 
Index by the Center for Education Reform. The assessment focuses on alternative pathways and 
educational choices that parents and students have access to beyond traditional public schools. 
For more information on the U.S. News & World Report Ranking, go to US News Best State 
Ranking. For more information on the Parent Power Index, go to Parent Power Index. 

https://www.putnamschools.org/page/employment
https://www.putnamschools.org/page/employment
mailto:leec@nefec.org
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-10218/dps-2024-47.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-10218/dps-2024-47.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/exceptional-student-edu-parent-survey.stml
mailto:Patricia.Bodiford@fldoe.org
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2024-05-07/why-florida-is-the-best-state-in-education-and-economy
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2024-05-07/why-florida-is-the-best-state-in-education-and-economy
https://parentpowerindex.edreform.com/
mailto:Patricia.Bodiford@fldoe.org
mailto:leec@nefec.org


 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
  

   
     

   

 
    

     
   

    
  

 
   

 
  

 
     

    
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

New BEESS Team Members 

The  Program Accountability and Data Systems (PAADS)  Unit  
The PAADS unit is pleased to welcome the following new team members: 

• Samuel Brou in the role of grants compliance analyst for the bureau. Mr. Brou acquired a 
Bachelor of Science in International Relations from Florida State University. After 
graduating, Sam taught English as a Second Language in South Korea for three years. 
Having previously worked for the Office of Grants Management for two years, Sam is 
excited to have found a role in BEESS where he looks forward to adding his skills to 
continuously improve exceptional education in Florida. 

• Casey Grove in the role of program specialist for the bureau. Mrs. Grove was a school 
health aide for the last six years. She also has served and continues to serve as a volunteer 
fundraising and billing manager for her daughter’s cheer team for the past two years. When 
she is not doing cheer, she is managing fundraising for her other daughter’s soccer team. 
Casey has a large variety of background experience but mainly in the medical field as she 
has been an emergency medical technician for the last 23 years. Casey is excited to have 
found a role in BEESS where she looks forward to learning new skills and helping to 
improve exceptional education in Florida. 

• Madison Strickland in the role of administrative secretary for the bureau. Ms. Strickland 
worked at an elementary school for the past year and is attending Tallahassee Community 
College to earn a bachelor’s degree in business. In her free time, she volunteers to help her 
brother’s baseball team. Madison is excited to have found a role in BEESS where she looks 
forward to learning new skills and to helping to improve exceptional education in Florida. 

Tip of the Week 

Dig  Deeper  with  Progress Monitoring  
Avoid cut-and-paste statements that lack meaningful data regarding the number of successful 
trials or percentage of successful attempts. Instead, look carefully at what the data communicate 
about student progress and needs. (Special Ed Connection®) 

Alice Schmitges  
Bureau Chief  

For more information, contact 
850-245-0475 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.lrp.com%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FI4%2B113%2FcxvWw04%2FVVK1MN14r4JHW5Q7vPz30PhQLW8tMMP_5dTSsmM_h9qg3qgyTW8wLKSR6lZ3pkW5XGM9j7DFKzvW7vZY2N7HGfK5W6Mf7y62z55QCN1Kx-PTJw9ZwW8hKSrw4H9LsFW2SYn421DC-nCW4LdnKM8mf8-xW9jWxd17yjLmsW3tZyld23h_J6W6ccD943xk2-7W5CX7G657W_JcW8hkwQ62QmZNfW1mWwfl8Kbh9zW1gcMDR9hf_cZW98sDkp5n_dqzN1fswdYFJKzVN3yy_gj48WRQW74jHSc61C3l1W5pNNZb7hhj2cW3fPnf13-Y7YzW4QQZJ26S7SSrVZfMq-4VVby1W48mdSh78VxpdVDy0dg7jfz7SW79yPZj2RJJktW4Lq4YZ5FXD9fW7B--x48msPmqW7H39zh2C6xVSf7dmZlC04&data=05%7C02%7Cmargaret.reilly%40fldoe.org%7C8951d1df121a4508834d08dc7017c4a0%7C63bf107bcb6f41738c1c1406bb5cb794%7C0%7C0%7C638508494638828909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w9t9p2lH7OJvzk3Y%2BKS8esFCaaAxUz8rQ9dN%2Fs1TsKU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/login.jsp
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