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Maximizing Your Instruction to 
Be the B.E.S.T. Grades 6-12

Session 2 
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Session Objectives 

• Review established understandings from Session 1.

• Introduce criteria to evaluate instructional tasks.

• Apply criteria to two instructional tasks.

• Engage in discussion to reflect on learning from 
both sessions and consider next steps.
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Benchmark Demands
• Grade-Level Benchmark
• Benchmark Clarifications
• Vertical Progression
• Appendices
• Glossary
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Session 1 Recap 

Take a few minutes to reflect on your learning during the 
previous session. We discussed how:
 Six ELA Expectations designed to enhance quality 

instruction;
 Vertical progression, benchmark clarifications and 

appendices work together; and 
 Benchmarks incorporated within explicit, systematic, 

scaffolded and differentiated instruction. 
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Scenario 3

A novice teacher just joined the 6th grade intensive 
reading team at your school. He is uncertain what 
explicit instruction is and how it looks during the 

lessons. 

What can you do to support him? 
How can you describe explicit instruction to him? 
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Scenario 4

During collaborative planning, the 10th grade team is 
using only the vertical progression chart on pages 13-

25 in the B.E.S.T. ELA Standards. The team plans for 
instruction based on what they notice from the chart. 

Is this the most beneficial way to plan for instruction? 
Why or why not? 
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Criteria
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Criteria 
First Read: Skim document to get an initial 

impression of the criteria.

Second Read: Annotate/highlight elements you 
feel are vital to a lesson plan. 

Add On: Consider items you would like to include 
in the criteria.
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Close Examination
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Room to Improve:  
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Workshop Steps:
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Collaboration/Discussion 

 What are the opportunities in your district/school to build  
knowledge around the benchmark demands?

 If you have already provided training on the benchmarks, 
how might teachers deepen their understanding of the 
benchmark demands?

 Think about a newly adopted curriculum. How might you 
use a criteria to ensure the instructional plans meet the 
B.E.S.T. ELA benchmark demands?

 How might you design collaborative planning opportunities 
for coaches and teachers in your district/school?
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