
www.FLDOE.org
1

Introduction to Literary Periods 
and Rhetoric

Just Read, Florida!  

2022

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
2

Objectives
Participants will…
✔ Develop a clear connection between literary 

periods and rhetoric;
✔ Examine sample instructional activities aligned 

with R.3.4 Understanding Rhetoric Benchmarks 
at three different grade levels; and

✔ Plan for strong rhetoric implementation in 
districts.

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
3

Literary Periods and Rhetoric – Example
Excerpt from “A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift

“I do therefore humbly offer it to publick consideration, that of the hundred 
and twenty thousand children, already computed, twenty thousand may be 
reserved for breed, whereof only one fourth part to be males; which is more 
than we allow to sheep, black cattle, or swine, and my reason is, that these 
children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a circumstance not much 
regarded by our savages, therefore, one male will be sufficient to serve four 
females. That the remaining hundred thousand may, at a year old, be 
offered in sale to the persons of quality and fortune, through the kingdom, 
always advising the mother to let them suck plentifully in the last month, so 
as to render them plump, and fat for a good table. A child will make two 
dishes at an entertainment for friends, and when the family dines alone, the 
fore or hind quarter will make a reasonable dish, and seasoned with a little 
pepper or salt, will be very good boiled on the fourth day, especially in 
winter.” (Paragraph 9)

How might not discussing the time period of this piece impact 
students’ ability to explain the author’s use of rhetoric?

9th Grade 
(Text List 
Page 161)
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Why are literary periods important?

Restore Context:
● Knowledge of the timeframe of when the text was 

written gives us insight on why an author included 
certain content, his/her perspective and social 
issues during that time.

● We encounter works from the timeframe we are 
reading in rather than the timeframe the work was 
written.
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Why is teaching rhetoric important?
● Rhetoric connects purpose to the act of writing.

● Awareness of rhetoric helps to build discernment in 
the audience.

● Knowledge of the techniques of rhetoric creates 
more effective communicators.

● Understanding rhetoric gives the reader/listener a 
more thorough understanding of the levels of 
meaning within a piece. 
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Literary Periods
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Literary Periods: Grades 9-12
• Grades 9-12 cover 

all literary periods.
• The Classical, 

Medieval and 
Renaissance time 
periods are 
covered only in 
grades 9-12.

Page 165
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Grades 9-12 (continued) and Grades 6-8
• Restoration and 

18th Century are 
also introduced in 
grades 9-12.

• Grades 6-8 begin 
with the Colonial 
and Early National 
and Romantic.

Page 166
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Grades 9-12 and Grades 6-8 (continued)
• Grades 6-8 

continue with 
Realism and 
Naturalism, 
Modernist and 
Contemporary 
periods.

Page 167
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Infusion of Literary Periods
Comparative Reading 
ELA.6.R.3.3: Compare and contrast how authors from 
different time periods address the same or related topics. 
Benchmark Clarifications: 
Clarification 1: Texts for this benchmark should be selected 
from the following literary periods:
• Colonial and Early National Period (1600-1830) 
• Romantic Period (1790-1870) 
• Realism and Naturalism Period (1870-1930) 
• Modernist Period (1910-1945) 
• Contemporary Period (1945-present) 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Infusion of Literary Periods
Comparative Reading
ELA.9.R.3.3: Compare and contrast the ways in which 
authors have adapted mythical, classical or religious 
literary texts. 

Benchmark Clarifications: 
Clarification 1: The classical source texts for this 
benchmark should be from ancient Greece or Rome’s 
Classical period (1200 BCE-455 CE). Mythical texts for 
this benchmark can be from any civilization’s early 
history. Religious texts for this benchmark include works 
such as the Bible. 
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Infusion of Literary Periods
Comparative Reading 
ELA.11.R.3.3: Compare and contrast how contemporaneous authors address related topics, 
comparing the author’s use of reasoning and analyzing the texts within the context of the 
time period. 
 
Benchmark Clarifications: 
Clarification 1: Contemporaneous authors here refers to authors who are contemporaries of 
each other writing within any of the following literary periods: 
• Classical Period (1200 BCE-455 CE) 
• Medieval Period (455 CE-1485 CE) 
• Renaissance Period (1300-1600) 
• Restoration and 18th Century (1660-1790) British Literature 
• Colonial and Early National Period (1600-1830) American Literature 
• Romantic Period (1790-1870) 
• Realism and Naturalism Period (1870-1930) 
• Modernist Period (1910-1945) 

Clarification 2: For more information on types of reasoning, see Types of Logical Reasoning. 

Also found in 
Poetry and 
Figurative 
Language

Page 
180
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Rhetoric and Rhetorical Appeals
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What is Rhetoric?

Rhetoric: the art or skill of 
speaking or writing formally and 
effectively especially as a way to 
persuade or influence people 
(Glossary, p. 218)
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Rhetoric

3.4 
Understanding 

Rhetoric

2.2 Central 
Idea and 

Use of 
Appeals 

and Devices

2.3 
Author’s 
Purpose 

and 
Perspective

2.4 
Argument

3.3 
Comparative 

Reading

1.3 
Argumentative 

Writing 

2.1 Oral 
Presentation 
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Rhetoric Progression

R.3.4 Understanding Rhetoric

ELA.12.R.3.4 Evaluate rhetorical choices across multiple texts.

ELA.11.R.3.4 Evaluate an author’s use of rhetoric in text.

ELA.10.R.3.4 Analyze an author’s use of rhetoric in a text.

ELA.9.R.3.4 Explain an author’s use of rhetoric in a text.

ELA.8.R.3.4 Explain how an author uses rhetorical devices to support 
or advance an appeal.

ELA.7.R.3.4 Explain the meaning and/or significance of rhetorical 
devices in a text.

ELA.6.R.3.4 Identify rhetorical appeals in a text.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Rhetorical Appeals Page 178 

Ethos An appeal to credibility, ethics or
moral principles 

 

Pathos An appeal to emotion 

Logos An appeal to logic or reason

Kairos An appeal to time or place

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Let’s Try It! 

Text: “Eulogy of the Dog” by George G. Vest
Benchmark: ELA.6.R.3.4 - Identify rhetorical 
appeals in a text.

Directions: Read through the text. Then highlight examples of 
ethos, pathos and logos. Be sure to label each highlighted section.

Remember:
Ethos - An appeal to credibility, ethics or moral principles
Pathos - An appeal to emotion 
Logos - An appeal to logic or reason

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Check for Understanding of the
 Rhetorical Appeals Practice

Ethos - Appeal to morals
And when the last scene of all comes, and death takes his master in its embrace and his 
body is laid away in the cold ground, no matter if all other friends pursue their way, there 
by the graveside will the noble dog be found, his head between his paws, his eyes sad, but 
open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even in death.

Pathos - Appeal to Emotions
And when the last scene of all comes, and death takes his master in its embrace and his 
body is laid away in the cold ground, no matter if all other friends pursue their way, there 
by the graveside will the noble dog be found, his head between his paws, his eyes sad, but 
open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even in death.

Logos - Appeal to Logic
He guards the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a prince. When all other friends 
desert, he remains.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Rhetorical Devices
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8th Grade Example

Text: “Ain’t I a Woman” by Sojourner Truth
Benchmark: ELA.8.R.3.4 - Explain how an author 
uses rhetorical devices to support or advance an 
appeal.

Discussion Question: As we view the recording of the “Ain’t I a 
Woman” speech, jot down at least one rhetorical device that is used to 
advance a rhetorical appeal in the speech. Discuss your findings with 
your group.

Possible Answer: Sojourner Truth uses rhetorical questions to support 
logos throughout the text such as the repetition of the rhetorical 
question “Ain’t I a woman?”

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVP_NDFJtFs
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List the types of activities or evidence that you 
should see during quality classroom instruction 
about rhetoric. Jot down your ideas on sticky 
notes and place them on the anchor charts.

Reading Writing Oral 
Language

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Implementation Planning

Image from https://pixabay.com/
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Reviewing Today’s Content

Literary 
Periods

Rhetoric

Rhetorical 
Appeals and 

Devices
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Resources 
✔ B.E.S.T. Appendices pages 165-182

• Literary Periods
• Secondary figurative language
• Rhetoric
• Types of logic
• Logical fallacies

✔ Glossary page 212
✔ State Regional Literacy Director (SRLD) 

• Implementation planning and support

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Sources

● B.E.S.T. for ELA Standards 
● “A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift
● “Eulogy of the Dog” by George G. Vest
● “Ain’t I a Woman” by Sojourner Truth
● Pixabay.com
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