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Introductory Journey Through the B.E.S.T. 
Standards Grades 6-12

Facilitator Name: 
Just Read, Florida!  
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Objectives
Understand the features of the B.E.S.T. 
English Language Arts (ELA) Standards:
• Design of the B.E.S.T. ELA Standards

Understand related changes in instruction for 
the secondary level:
• Text Selection
• Stacking of Benchmarks
• Infusion of Literary Periods
• Reasoning Instruction
• Rhetoric Instruction
• Secondary Foundations
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Design of the B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards
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4

Benchmarks, Clarifications and 
Appendices Carry the Full 
Weight of the Standards.
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⮚

Examine the Spiraled Vertical 
Progression

Pay close attention to 
the language of each 
individual benchmark.  

⮚If language in a 
clarification introduces a 
concept, that concept 
also needs to be 
addressed.  

Examples
2ndTheme  Grade

Rhetoric 6th Grade

Universal 
Themes

Introduced in 
6th Grade; 
Mastered in 
9th Grade

Central Idea 2nd Grade

Juxtaposition 11th Grade

Archetypes 8th Grade
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ELA Expectations

Expectations
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ELA Expectations Are Important!

Page
 8

Page
 147
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ELA Expectations in the 
Secondary Classroom

ELA.K12.EE.4.1
Use appropriate collaborative techniques 
and active listening skills when engaging 
in discussions in a variety of situations.

Example
Students engage in a 
classroom debate to 
explain and justify their 
claims.

ELA.K12.EE.5.1
Use the accepted rules governing a 
specific format to create quality work.

Example
Students use a style 
guide to format their 
writing such as MLA, 
APA, etc.

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

9

Changes in Instruction in B.E.S.T. 
Standards for Secondary

Text Selection
Stacking of Benchmarks

Infusion of Literary Periods
Reasoning Instruction
Rhetoric Instruction

Secondary Foundations 
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Text Selection

https://pixabay.com
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Text Selection

Students should be 
exposed to a diverse 
selection of quality texts.

Students should be 
exposed to texts from the 
ELA and civics booklists.

Texts may be in a variety 
of formats. 
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50% 
Literature 

& 
50% 

Informational 
Text
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The full text should be used where 
possible.

Excerpts can be permissible where there is 
a sense of completeness:

•For literary texts, there should be a 
complete story arc.

•For informational texts, the text should 
be able to stand alone with minimal 
scaffolding.

   *Texts can be included as text sets. 
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Stacking Benchmarks
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ELA Benchmark Stacking

Deliberate and meaningful integration of 
multiple ELA benchmarks during instruction:
• Purpose of the Stack - Explanation of why the 

selected benchmarks were chosen to be taught 
together for specific learning outcomes 

• Spotlight Benchmarks - Benchmarks that are 
explicitly taught during the task

• Accompanying Benchmarks - Benchmarks 
that are reviewed during the task to support the 
learning of the spotlight benchmarks

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

17

Literary Periods

https://pixabay.com
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Literary Time Periods in 
B.E.S.T.

6th-8th 
page 78

9th-12th 
page 104
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Literary Time Periods 
Instruction

Literary Time Periods 
Instruction

Provides context for 
students to gain a more 
meaningful experience with 
texts

Encourages a deeper 
appreciation of the rich 
content of ELA
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Literary Time Periods in 
Practice

Benchmark ELA.11.R.1.4: Analyze ways in which poetry reflects themes 
and issues of its time period.

Text Excerpt from “Are Women People?” by Alice Duer Miller
“You must not go to the polls, Willie,

Never go to the polls,
They're dark and dreadful places

Where many lose their souls;
They smirch, degrade and coarsen,

Terrible things they do
To quiet, elderly women—

What would they do to you!” (Stanza 2)

Activity This text was published in 1915 before women could vote in the 
United States. What is the importance of providing information 
about the time period for this text?
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Rhetoric
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Rhetoric: the art or skill of speaking or 
writing formally and effectively to persuade 
or influence people 
(Glossary, p. 218)
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Page 
178
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Page 
177
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Rhetoric
Rhetoric connects purpose to the act of 
writing.

An awareness of rhetoric helps to build 
discernment in the audience.

Knowing the techniques of rhetoric 
creates more effective communicators.

Understanding rhetoric gives the reader/ 
listener a more thorough understanding 
of the levels of meaning within a piece. 
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R.3.4 Understanding Rhetoric
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Introduction of 
Rhetorical 
Appeals

6th Grade: 
Ethos, Logos, Pathos

11th Grade: 
Kairos

Introduction of 
Rhetorical Devices

7th Grade: 
Irony, Rhetorical 

Question

8th Grade: 
Antithesis, Zeugma

9th Grade: 
Metonymy, 

Synecdoche

10th Grade: 
Asyndeton

11th Grade: 
Chiasmus

Examine 
Clarifications

Clarification 1:
Rhetorical devices for 
the purposes of this 
benchmark are the 

figurative language 
devices from 9.R.3.1 

with the addition of 
irony, rhetorical 

question, antithesis, 
zeugma, metonymy 

and synecdoche.
Pages 

177 - 178
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Reasoning

https://pixabay.com
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Types of Logical Reasoning

Page 
180
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Logical Fallacies as Defined in 
B.E.S.T. 

“Logical fallacies are errors found in the 

reasoning of an argument. The errors are 

often in the form of invalid arguments or are 

irrelevant or flawed points that undermine or 

weaken the argument.”
Pages 

181 - 182
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Reasoning
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Reading Informational Text 
Argument ELA.6-8.R.2.4
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Reading Informational Text
Argument ELA.9-11.R.2.4
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Secondary Foundations 

https://pixabay.com
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Page
 145-
147
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“There is no comprehension strategy 
powerful enough to compensate for 
the fact you can’t read the words.” 

(Anita Archer, 2008)

https://pixabay.com

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

37

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

38

Page
 210
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Oral Reading Fluency Norms

Page
 209
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Page 
211

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

41

Triangle – Square – Circle Reflections
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Resources

•Anita Archer - Explicit Instruction
•Florida B.E.S.T. Standards: English Language Arts
•Just Read, Florida! Reading Model Lesson Series-Fluency
•Hollis Scarborough’s Reading Rope

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://youtu.be/i-qNpFtcynI
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/fluency-matters
http://rmls.florida-ese.org/
https://institute.aimpa.org/resources/readingrope
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