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Exploring Authentic, Decodable
and Leveled Texts
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Guess That Text! 
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Objectives 

• Distinguish between three different text types by 
their specific characteristics: authentic, decodable, 
leveled.

• Identify instructional opportunities that can be 
found within each type of text.

• Select the appropriate text type and instructional 
focus based on identified student needs.
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Handout #1 Scarborough’s Reading Rope, 
Standards Map and ELA Expectations

Scarborough’s Reading Rope

Phonological 
Awareness

Phonics and Word 
Analysis

Fluency

Print Concepts

Figurative Language 
and EE.3.1

EE.5.1

Vocabulary

Context and 
Connotation

EE.2.1 and Reading 
Strand
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Types of Text in a Primary Classroom

Decodable 
Text

Leveled 
Text

Authentic 
Text
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Handout #2 Types of Text

Decodable Text: What is it? 
Text that limits words to those containing letter-sound correspondences 

and spelling patterns that have been previously taught (plus high 
frequency words).

Characteristics
• Large portion of phonetically regular 

words with some high frequency 
irregular words (ex. said)

• Less complex sentence structure
• May contain vocabulary that fits a 

targeted phonetic pattern (ex. jug)
• Tends to be more accessible (easier to 

read)
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Handout #2 Types of Text

Leveled Text: What is it? 
Text that is characterized and categorized by the level of difficulty within the text, 

based on criteria determined by the leveling system.

Characteristics
• Proportion of phonetically regular 

words varies, depending on system
• Often predictable at lower levels
• Early levels may contain repetitive 

sentence patterns composed of 
mostly high frequency words and rely 
on context clues

• Accessibility will vary depending on 
background knowledge
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Authentic Text: What is it? 
Any text that was written and published for the public.

Characteristics
• Use of phonetically regular words and 

irregular words is not purposeful
• More complex sentence structure and 

use of sophisticated vocabulary
• Tends to be less accessible (harder to 

read) so often used as a read aloud 
text in the primary years

Handout #2 Types of Text
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Guess That Text! 
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Types of Text: Utilizing Text to Support All 
Readers

Grade K

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grades 3+

Decodable 
Texts

Leveled 
Texts

Authentic 
Texts
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Types of Texts: Utilizing Text to Support All 
Readers

Decodable Text

Authentic Text 
through Read Aloud

Authentic Text

Leveled Text
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Decodable Text: Instructional Opportunities

• To provide students an opportunity to practice known 
phonics skills in text

• To develop word reading accuracy and comprehension 
of text at a literal level

• To encourage segmenting and blending so there is no 
need for guessing unknown words using context or 
picture clues
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Handout #3 Let’s Practice

Decodable Text: Let’s Practice!
What is an opportunity for instruction in this text?
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Decodable Text: Instructional Opportunities
1. Provide explicit instruction on the target phonics 

skill.
2. Give students a copy of a word list containing 

words with the targeted skill. Ask students to 
underline the target skill and practice decoding the 
words.

3. Provide students with a copy of the connected 
decodable text and identify words with the target 
phonics skill.

4. Allow students time to practice reading the 
decodable text.

5. Give students corrective feedback as necessary, 
prompting students to use previously taught 
phonics and decoding strategies at the point of 
difficulty.
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Leveled Text: Instructional Opportunities
• To practice explicitly taught phonics skills

• To provide opportunities that focus on 
comprehension strategies to address the Reading 
strand of the B.E.S.T. ELA Standards

• To develop background knowledge around a topic

• To support oral language development when 
combined with vocabulary instruction and 
discussion
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Handout #3 Let’s Practice

Leveled Text: Let’s Practice!
What is an opportunity for instruction in this text?
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Leveled Text: Instructional Opportunities

1. Provide explicit instruction on 
the target instructional strategy 
and provide opportunity for 
practice.

2. Provide students with a copy of 
the leveled text to read and 
apply the strategy.

3. Give students corrective 
feedback as necessary, 
prompting students to use 
decoding skills as the primary 
strategy when encountering new 
words.
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Authentic Text: Instructional Opportunities

• To invite active reading, problem-solving and deep 
text analysis

• To give all students access to complex literature, 
regardless of ability

• To ignite a love for authors, illustrators, topics and 
genres
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Handout #3 Let’s Practice

Authentic Text: Let’s Practice!
What is an opportunity for instruction in this text?
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Authentic Text: Instructional Opportunities

1. Prior to reading, determine an 
instructional focus for the read aloud 
as well as strategic places to stop for 
student engagement and discussion.

2. Read the text aloud, pausing for 
strategic think-alouds, modeling and 
discussion. 

3. If appropriate, provide a copy for 
students to revisit on their own.
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Matching Text to Need: Types of Text

Identify the instructional 
need of the learner(s).

Determine the type of 
text best suited to that 

instruction.

Select a text based on the 
focus of your instruction.

Scenario: Melinda misread all the words 
containing long vowels (CVCe) on her Phonics 
Survey. When Melinda encounters words 
with long vowels in text, she reads the word 
with the short vowel sounds. In writing, 
Melinda leaves off the letter e when writing 
words such as like, bake, made, etc. 

Student Need: Applying knowledge of a 
known phonics pattern

Type of Text: Decodable Text

Instructional Focus: Decoding CVCe words in 
and out of context

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
22

Handout #4 Student Scenarios

Matching Text to Need: Let’s Practice!

Identify the instructional 
need of the learner(s).

Determine the type of 
text best suited to that 

instruction.

Select a text based on the 
focus of your instruction.
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Objectives 

• Distinguish between three different text types by 
their specific characteristics: authentic, decodable, 
leveled.

• Identify instructional opportunities that can be 
found within each type of text.

• Select the appropriate text type and instructional 
focus based on identified student needs.
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Handout #5 Let’s Reflect

Let’s Reflect!

I learned…

I’m still wondering…

One thing I will 
implement…
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Exploring Authentic, Decodable and Leveled Texts

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
26

www.FLDOE.org

http://www.fldoe.org/

	Exploring Authentic, Decodable�and Leveled Texts
	Guess That Text! 
	Objectives 
	Scarborough’s Reading Rope
	Slide Number 5
	   Decodable Text: What is it? 
	   Leveled Text: What is it? 
	Authentic Text: What is it? 
	Guess That Text! 
	Types of Text: Utilizing Text to Support All Readers
	Types of Texts: Utilizing Text to Support All Readers
	Decodable Text: Instructional Opportunities
	Decodable Text: Let’s Practice!
	Decodable Text: Instructional Opportunities
	Leveled Text: Instructional Opportunities
	Leveled Text: Let’s Practice!
	Leveled Text: Instructional Opportunities
	Authentic Text: Instructional Opportunities
	Authentic Text: Let’s Practice!
	Authentic Text: Instructional Opportunities
	Matching Text to Need: Types of Text
	Matching Text to Need: Let’s Practice!
	Objectives 
	Let’s Reflect!
	Exploring Authentic, Decodable and Leveled Texts
	Slide Number 26

