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Discovering the Hidden 
Treasure of Morphology

Grades K-5
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Morpheme Match Session Starter

As soon as you are seated and settled, 
begin using the base words, root words and 
affixes at your table to collaboratively
create as many words as you can as a team.

Record your words on Handout #1 
Morpheme Match.

Consider all the ways this activity could 
impact student learning.

photographicgraphic

photograph

photographical

graph

graphical

photic
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Objectives

Examine the progression of morphology from 
kindergarten to grade 5 in the Foundations, 
Communication and Vocabulary strands of 
the B.E.S.T. English Language Arts (ELA) Standards.
Identify resources in the appendices of the B.E.S.T. 
ELA Standards related to morphology instruction.
Curate 3 evidence-based activities aligned to 
the progression of the morphology benchmarks 
and instructional best practices.
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What is morphology?

Handout #2 Morphology and Related 
Academic Vocabulary

Having a common 
understanding of academic 
language is essential to explicit 
instruction. 

Work with a partner. Use the 
glossary beginning on page 
212 in the B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards book to fully define 
morphology and key related 
terms.

How can the glossary impact 
instructional practices and 
student learning?

cannot
broken          down

word             parts
processes

meaningful    units

beginning end
letter letters

meaning

word     forming

word part

prefixes suffixes
base words
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Why should we teach morphology?
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Handout #3 Morphology Notes

Why should we teach morphology?

Why should we teach 
morphology?

Why should we teach
morphology explicitly?

It is important to teach phonological awareness, phonics, morphology and etymology 
(history of origin), syntax, text reading fluency, vocabulary, semantics, and written 
expression in an explicit, sequential, systematic, and cumulative manner. 

-B.E.S.T. ELA Standards Book page 206
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Handout #4 Morphology in the Vocabulary Strand

Morphology in the Vocabulary Strand

Notice the bolded language. It 
indicates what is new at each grade 

level. What do you notice in the 
progression of this benchmark?

B.E.S.T. ELA Standards page 24
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Handout #4 Morphology in the Vocabulary Strand
Academic Vocabulary

Selection Decision Map

Appendix D:
Vocabulary
page 198

Selecting a word 
for direct 

instruction

Is the word 
representative of a 
family of words the 
student will need to 
know OR a concept 

the student will need 
to know?

Will the word or 
phrase be needed in 
discussion, reading 

and/or writing tasks?

Allow students to 
resolve the meaning 

using context or 
structural analysis.

The word is not a 
good candidate for 
direct instruction.

Use direct 
instruction to 

teach the word to 
students.

NO

YES

NO

YES

NO

Does the word or phrase:
• appear frequently in the text?

AND
• present an opportunity for 

students to use context to 
determine the meaning of the 

word?
OR

• present an opportunity for 
students to use 

morphology/structural 
analysis to determine the 

meaning of the word?

YES
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Appendix D:
Vocabulary

pages 199-203Morphology Resources in Appendix D
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Handout #5 Morphology in the Communication 
Strand

Morphology in the Communication Strand

B.E.S.T. ELA Standards pages 196-197

Dig into the Conventions Progression by 
Grade Level chart. Which skills require 

morphology instruction?
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Handout #6 Morphology in the Foundations Strand

Morphology in the Foundations Strand

Dig into the 
Progression of 
Foundations 

Benchmarks chart. 
Which benchmarks 
require morphology 

instruction?

B.E.S.T. ELA Standards pages 11-12
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Marks the Spot!
Best Practices for 

Teaching Morphology
Examine the progression of morphology 
from kindergarten to grade 5 in the 
Foundations, Communication and 
Vocabulary strands of the B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards.
Identify resources in the appendices of the 
B.E.S.T. ELA Standards related to morphology 
instruction.

Curate 3 evidence-based activities aligned to 
the progression of the morphology 
benchmarks and instructional best 
practices.

Explicit

Sy stem
atic

Integrated
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Handout #3 Morphology Notes

Explicit Instruction
 Start with basic concepts.
 Provide explicit examples.
Use visual aids.
 Engage in word analysis.
 Explore word families.
 Create interactive practice 

opportunities.
 Read-alouds with analysis
 Word walls
 Word analysis exercises

Explicit

System
atic

Integrated
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Handout #3 Morphology Notes

Systematic Instruction
 Base vs. Root Words
 Common Compound Words
 Morphemes vs. Syllables
 Free vs. bound morphemes

 Affixes
 Inflectional endings
 Derivational endings
 Prefixes
 Suffixes

 Greek & Latin Root Words

Explicit

System
atic

Integrated
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Handout #3 Morphology Notes

Integrated Instruction
 Start whole group or small group lessons with a 

short morphology warm-up activity.
 Include a Word Study center with engaging 

activities in center rotations during your 
reading block.*

 Model the use of morphology to decode and 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words 
during read-alouds.

 Create a morphology bulletin board to weekly 
showcase a new affix, word family (base or 
affix) or root word.

 Include words from past and recent Word 
Studies on weekly spelling tests.

Explicit

System
atic

Integrated
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Marks the Spot!
Evidence-Based Strategies 
for Teaching Morphology

Examine the progression of morphology 
from kindergarten to grade 5 in the 
Foundations, Communication and 
Vocabulary strands of the B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards.
Identify resources in the appendices of the 
B.E.S.T. ELA Standards related to morphology 
instruction.

Curate 3 evidence-based activities aligned 
to the progression of the morphology 
benchmarks and instructional best 
practices.

Explicit

System
atic

Integrated
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Morpheme Trees

Base or Root Word Tree

apartment

partition
impartial

partner

departing

particle
unparted

piece or 
division

part

Affix Tree

? ?

unloved
unhappy

untangle

unwell

unstable

unwanted

uncommon

un

not
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Handout #7 Morpheme Tree, Word Family 
and Connected Text

Word Families and Connected Text
part

departing
departed
departs

impartial
partial
partner
partners

partnering
particle
particles

apartment
apartments

partition
partitioned
partitioning

Treasure Hunt
One bright morning, in a dusty box in the attic, Lily 
found an old map that belonged to her grandpa, who 
had departed a long time ago. She asked her friend 
Pete to be her partner on a quest to follow where the 
map would lead them, a spot where a treasure might 
be buried. Particles of sand scratched the soles of 
their feet and partitioned tree branches allowed 
beams of sunlight through, forcing them to squint, 
but the hope of discovering a long-forgotten treasure 
was much more exciting than the partially completed 
puzzle awaiting them back at Pete’s apartment.
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Digging Into A Mentor Text – PQRST

P (Prefix): find the prefix and identify its 
meaning
QR (Queen Root): find the root (which is 
the queen of the word) and identify its 
meaning
S (Suffix): find the suffix and identify its 
meaning
T (Total): put the meanings of the units 
together to gain the word’s meaning

circumnavigated
Prefix – circum: around all sides
Queen Root – navigate: travel or find a way
Suffix – ed: in the past
Total – circum + navigate + ed
traveled around all sides 

“So when he heard that Hanno, a 
Phoenician sea captain, claimed to have 
[traveled around all sides of] the whole 
continent of Africa in a voyage that took 
three years, well, he was skeptical.”

etymonline.com
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Handout #8 Mentor Text and PQRST Strategy

Digging Into A Mentor Text – PQRST – Your Turn

Read the second page of this text. Which 
word(s) can you identify that would 
provide practice using this strategy?

Write out the word sum on your handout 
and share it with a partner.

P (Prefix): find the prefix and identify its 
meaning
QR (Queen Root): find the root (which is 
the queen of the word) and identify its 
meaning
S (Suffix): find the suffix and identify its 
meaning
T (Total): put the meanings of the units 
together to gain the word’s meaning
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Handout #9 Session Reflection

Unearthed Session Treasures
Examined the progression of morphology from 
kindergarten to grade 5 in the Foundations, 
Communication and Vocabulary strands of the B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards.
Identified resources in the appendices of the B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards related to morphology instruction.
Curated 3 evidence-based activities aligned to 
the progression of the morphology benchmarks and 
instructional best practices.

Reflect on everything you’ve learned today. What is 
one treasure you will take away? How will you use it?
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Discovering the Hidden Treasure of Morphology
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