Discovering the
Hidden Treasure of
Morphology







Handout #1 Morpheme Match

match

Work as a team. How many words can you create?







Handout #2 Morphology and Related Academic Vocabulary

Having a common understanding of academic language is
essetial to explicit instruction. Use the glossary beginning on
page 212 in the B.E.S.T. English Language Arts (ELA) Standards
book to fully define morphology and key related terms.

Morphology is the system of -

elements and in a language. It is also the

knowledge of meaningful

in a language including )

and . These morphemes are the smallest

in a writing system. An

affixis a or group of

added to the (prefix) or

(suffix) of a word to change its . A base word

is the part of the word that be

. It stands on its own as a

word. A root is a or of a

word from which other words are obtained by adding a prefix

or suffix.







Handout #3 Morphology Notes

What Research Tells Us

Why should we teach morphology?

Why should we teach it explicitly?

Explicit Instruction

» Start with basic concepts.

» Provide explicit examples.

» Use visual aids.

» Engage in word analysis.

» Explore word families.

» Create interactive practice

opportunities.

v’ Read-alouds with analysis
v" Word walls
v' Word analysis exercises

Systematic Instruction

» Base vs. Root Words

» Common Compound Words

» Morphemes vs. Syllables
» free vs. bound

morphemes

> Affixes
» Inflectional endings
» Derivational endings
» Prefixes
» Suffixes

» Greek and Latin Root

Words

Integrated Instruction

» Start whole group or small group lessons
with a short morphology warm-up
activity.

» Include a Word Study center with
engaging activities in center rotations
during your reading block. *

» Model the use of morphology to decode
and determine the meaning of unfamiliar
words during read-alouds.

» Create a morphology bulletin board to
showcase a new affix, word family (base
or affix) or root word.

» Include words from past and recent Word

Studies on weekly spelling tests.
* Please note that this suggestion would be considered more of an
independent activity. However, as with all independent activities, it
should first be explicitly modeled so that students understand how
to accomplish the task.

Golden Nuggets:







Handout #4 Morphology in the Vocabulary Strand

Golden Nuggets:







Handout #5 Morphology in the Communication Strand

Which skills require
morphology
instruction?

Golden Nuggets:







Handout #6 Morphology in the Foundations Strand

Which benchmarks require morphology instruction?
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Golden Nuggets:







Handout #7 Morpheme Tree, Word Family and Connected Text

Use one of the root or base words from the Morpheme Match activity. Work with a partner to
complete the morpheme tree, create a word family and write a sentence or two of connected text.

Word Family Connected Text







Handout #8 Mentor Text and the PQRST Strategy

P (Prefix): find the

prefix and identify
its meaning

QR (Queen Root):
find the root (which
is the queen of the
word) and identify
its meaning

S (Suffix): find the
suffix and identify
its meaning

T (Total): put the
meanings of the
units together to
gain the word'’s
meaning

. |

Word Sum:

Golden Nuggets:







Handout #9 Session Reflection



