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Content-Rich Literacy Instruction:
Making Informational Text Relevant for 

Secondary Students

Just Read, Florida!
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Session Goals
• Engage with professional readings using an 

evidence-based strategy to establish the 
importance of content-rich literacy instruction.

• Examine a model instructional task that 
incorporates the B.E.S.T. ELA informational 
standards and suggested texts through the lens of 
the 5 research-based principles for content-rich 
instruction.

• Practice using the 5 research-based principles for 
content-rich instruction to plan for future 
instruction of an informational text.
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Why Knowledge Matters
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Knowledge Matters!

Turn & Talk:
What resonates with you when you read this section?

Page 6 
B.E.S.T. 

ELA 
Standards
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More than Activating Prior Knowledge 

It is not just about activating prior knowledge. 
It is about building knowledge and deepening 
knowledge.
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Jigsaw Activity

Article 1:

Article 2:

Handouts 
1-3
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Research-Based Principles to Build 
Knowledge Networks

“Comprehension depends far more on background 
knowledge of the particular topic at hand than on 

generally applicable comprehension skills.”
Davidson and Wexler, 2019
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5 Research-Based Principles to Build 
Knowledge Networks 
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Principle #1: Big Ideas

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Principle #2: Word Knowledge

Stahl, 2005

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
11

Principle #3: The Use of 
Multiple Genres

Neuman, 2019
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Principle #4: Distributed Review

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Principle #5: Intentional Opportunities 
for Language Engagement

-John Adams
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Instructional Task Mining Protocol: 
Grade 7 – Women’s Suffrage 

Phase I: Examine

What do you see? What 
are your initial noticings 
and understandings of 
the instructional task? 

Phase II: Describe

How do the 5 guiding 
principles for content-
rich instruction live in 

this instructional task?

Phase III: Interpret

How is the connection 
between building 

knowledge and reading 
established in this 
instructional task? 

Handouts 
4-8
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Text List for 7th Grade

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Anchor Text:
“On Women’s Right to Vote” (7th grade)
• ELA.7.R.2.3: Explain how an author establishes and 

achieves purpose(s) through diction and syntax.
• ELA.7.R.2.4: Track the development of an 

argument, analyzing the types of reasoning used 
and their effectiveness.

• ELA.7.R.3.2: Paraphrase content from grade-level 
texts.

• ELA.7.R.3.4: Explain the meaning and/or 
significance of rhetorical devices in a text. 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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ELA.7.R.2 Reading Informational Text

Pages 86 & 87 
B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Appendix D: Vocabulary

https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/anticipation_guide

Page 198 
B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards

http://www.fldoe.org/
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“On Women’s Right to Vote” (7th grade)

Handout #7
Anticipation 

Guide & 
Vocabulary

http://www.fldoe.org/
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“On Women’s Right to Vote” (7th grade)

Handout #8
Instructional 

Task Text

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Annotation Techniques

*
Underline

?
!
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Practicing How to Plan for Content-
Rich Literacy Instruction

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Materials
B.E.S.T. ELA 
Standards

Grade-Level 
Text List

Research-Based 
Principles

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Engagement

Supreme 
Court 
Cases

Civil 
Rights

Wars
Science 

& 
Technology

Leadership

 Step 1: Topic & Texts
Choose text(s) and write the purpose 
of the lesson (stack).

 Step 2: Length of Lesson/Unit
Estimate timeframe.

 Step 3: Stacking
Determine benchmarks/expectations.

 Step 4: Purpose
Write goals/objectives.

 Step 5: Instructional Strategies
Identify the evidence-based practices 
aligned to the benchmarks.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Session Closing: Reflection Whip Around
• Consider one word that best reflects your learning 

from today’s session. 
• As we go around the room, share your one word 

aloud when it is your turn.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chubbybat/55599717
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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