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Objectives

Review the progression of the B.E.S.T. English
Language Arts (ELA) Rhetoric R.3.4 benchmark
across grades 6-12.

Collaborate to deepen understanding of
rhetoric and its integration across the Reading
and Communication strands.

Explore practical applications and strategies to
integrate into classroom instruction.
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Defining Rhetoric

the art or skill of speaking or writing formally
and effectively especially as a way to
persuade or influence people

B.E.S.T. ELA Standards, page 218
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Rhetoric Progression

R.3.4 Understanding Rhetoric

ELA.12.R.3.4
ELA.11.R.3.4
ELA.10.R.3.4
ELA.9.R.3.4
ELA.8.R.3.4

ELA.7.R.3.4

ELA.6.R.3.4

Evaluate rhetorical choices across multiple texts.
Evaluate an author’s use of rhetoric in text.
Analyze an author’s use of rhetoric in a text.
Explain an author’s use of rhetoric in a text.

Explain how an author uses rhetorical devices to support or advance an
appeal.

Explain the meaning and/or significance of rhetorical devices in a text.

Identify rhetorical appeals in a text.

B.E.S.T. ELA Standards, page 18
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Rhetorical Appeals and Devices
m_

Metaphor, Simile, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia,
Personification, Hyperbole, Meiosis (understatement), Allusion, Idiom,

m Irony, Rhetorical Questioning, Antithesis, Zeugma, Metonymy,
BN Synecdoche, Asyndeton, Chiasmus
Logos, Ethos, Pathos, Kairos 11 Metaphor, Simile, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia,
11 Logos, Ethos, Pathos, Kairos Personification, Hyperbole, Meiosis (understatement), Allusion, Idiom,

Irony, Rhetorical Questioning, Antithesis, Zeugma, Metonymy,
Synecdoche, Asyndeton, Chiasmus

10 Logos, Ethos, Pathos

9 Logos, Ethos, Pathos 10 Metaphor, Simile, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia,

8 Logos, Ethos, Pathos Personification, Hyperbole, Meiosis (understatement), Allusion, Idiom,
Irony, Rhetorical Questioning, Antithesis, Zeugma, Metonymy,

U Logos, Ethos, Pathos Synecdoche, Asyndeton

6 Logos, Ethos, Pathos 9 Metaphor, Simile, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia, Personification,

Hyperbole, Meiosis (understatement)*, Allusion, Idiom, Irony, Rhetorical
Questioning, Antithesis, Zeugma, Metonymy, Synecdoche

8 Metaphor, Simile, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia,
Personification, Hyperbole, Meiosis (understatement)*, Allusion, Idiom,
Irony, Rhetorical Questioning, Antithesis, Zeugma

7 Metaphor, Simile, Alliteration, Onomatopoeia,
Personification, Hyperbole, Allusion, Idiom, Irony, Rhetorical
Adapted from B.E.S.T. ELA Standards Questioning
Appendix B, pages 176-178 5
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Stacking Benchmarks

e The spotlight benchmark could
be ELA.10.R.2.4.

e The accompanying benchmarks
could include ELA.10.R.3.4,
ELA.10.R.2.2, ELA.10.R.2.3 and
ELA.10.R.3.2 as well as
EE.1.1, EE.2.1 and EE.4.1.

e To show their analyses,

students could write an essay,
ELA.10.C.1.4.
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Assessing Understanding Rhetoric

FAST ELA Reading FAST Writing

Assessed in grades 6-10 .

* Reporting Category: .
Reading Across Genres
and Vocabulary

e (Questions within that
Reporting Category
account for 35-50% of the
assessment
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Assessed in grades 6-10

Reporting Category:
Reading Across Genres

“Use of rhetorical
techniques” included on
the Grades 4-6 and 7-10
Expository and
Argumentation Rubrics
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1
Handout #1

Assessing Rhetoric: Writing
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Understanding Rhetoric

What does instruction and student application look like?
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Reading Like Writers

Speaker
* Where does the author introduce themselves to the reader?
* How does the author establish their credibility? (ethos)

Purpose
* What is the author trying to accomplish?
* What does the author want to convince the readers to do?

Audience
* Who is the intended audience and what do they care about?
(pathos)

Context

* What is the time and place of this piece?

* What is happening in the world as it relates to the subject of
the speech or the speaker/writer?

Exigence
* Why was it necessary for the author to address this topic
now? (kairos)
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Handouts #2, #3

Exploring Evidence: Moving from What to Why

e Which rhetorical choices (appeals and devices)
does the speaker/writer use in the
speech? (R.3.4)

e Why does the author include these rhetorical
choices? (R.2.2)

 What is the speaker/author’s perspective
toward the subject? (R.2.3)

e |sthe tone the same throughout the whole
piece? If not, where does it shift? (C.1.3, EE.6.1)
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Understanding the Impact

Sample Question:

e After reading “Ain’t | a Woman?,”
what is the impact of using a
rhetorical device in the speech?

Sample Response:

e Sojourner Truth uses the repetition
of the rhetorical question “Ain’t |
a Woman?” to establish her
self-worth and speak out for
women’s rights.
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Writing Like Readers

The reading and writing standards have been
written in such a way that they progress
together and students are able to use the
texts they are reading as accompanying

texts for their writing.

B.E.S.T. ELA Standards, page 7

14
www.FLDOE.org


http://www.fldoe.org/

Writing Like Readers

Handout #4

Prompt: Write an argumentative essay about whether leisure

time is better scheduled or unscheduled.

Speaker
* Where can you insert opportunities to introduce yourself to the reader?
* How do you establish your credibility? (ethos)

Purpose
* What do you ultimately want to convince readers to do?

Audience
* Who is your audience and what do they care about? (pathos)

Context

* How do you feel about the topic?

* How would you describe your feeling in words?

* What language would you use to appeal to the reader?
* How do others feel about the topic?

Exigence
* Explain why it is necessary to address this topic now? (kairos)

Evidence
* What kind of evidence will support your purpose or perspective? (ethos,
pathos, logos)
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Writing Like Readers

C.1.3 Argumentative Writing

Non-Exhaustive List of Examples: Appeals;
Editorials; Essays; Letters; Literary Analyses;
Proposals; Speeches.

Rhetorical Précis: a highly structured four-sentence
paragraph that highlights the essential rhetorical
elements in any text.

www.FLDOE.org
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Handout #5

Rhetorical Précis
Sentence 1 (Who/What?)

George Washington, America’s first president, in his
“Farewell Address” (1796) asserts that while he will
not seek a third term as president, his work has been
with the best of intentions and has contributed to
the stability of our new country.

17
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Handout #5

Rhetorical Précis
Sentence 2 (How?)

George Washington, America’s first president, in his “Farewell
Address” (1796) asserts that while he will not seek a third
term as president, his work has been with the best of
intentions and has contributed to the stability of our new
country. Washington supports his assertion by describing how
grateful he is to have been the first leader of this free country,
challenging Americans to put national interests above
individual wants and imploring our government not to be
overly influenced by foreign governments.
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Handout #5

Rhetorical Précis
Sentences 3 (Why?) and 4 (To Whom?)

George Washington, America’s first president, in his “Farewell Address”
(1796) asserts that while he will not seek a third term as president, his
work has been with the best of intentions and has contributed to the
stability of our new country. Washington supports his assertion by
describing how grateful he is to have been the first leader of this free
country, challenging Americans to put national interests above individual
wants and imploring our government not to be overly influenced by
foreign governments. His purpose was to inspire and guide future
generations in order to protect our new Constitution and way of life. While
Washington did not publicly deliver his “Farewell Address,” he established
a firm but grateful tone with his audience first through Philadelphia’s Daily
American Advertiser and then in papers around the country.
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Handouts #2, #3, #5

Your Turn

Sojourner Truth, a former slave and civil rights advocate, in her
speech “Ain’t | a Woman?” (1851) asserts that women are
entitled to voting rights, and in some ways more deserving of
that right than men. Truth supports her claim by providing
examples of her physical and intellectual abilities while
dispelling many of her opponents’ claims that women are
unqualified to vote. Her purpose is to make her readers aware
that there is no good or moral reason that women should not
be able to vote. She establishes an angry tone with her
audience who are rallying support for her cause.
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Handout #6

Let’s Reflect!

| learned...

I’m still wondering...

One thing | will
implement...
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Survey

The Art of Rhetoric:
Teaching Students to Read Like Writers and Write Like Readers
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