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Florida Department of Education’s (FDOE) 
Mission and Vision

• The mission of Florida’s K-20 education system shall be to 
increase the proficiency of all students within one seamless, 
efficient system, by allowing them the opportunity to 
expand their knowledge and skills through learning 
opportunities and research valued by students, parents, and 
communities.

• Florida will have an efficient world-class education system 
that engages and prepares all students to be globally 
competitive for college and careers.

• Sources: Section 1008.31, F.S., and FDOE’s Strategic Plan 
(2021)

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1008.31&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.31.html
http://www.fldoe.org/policy/state-board-of-edu/strategic-plan.stml
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English Language Learners (ELLs) in Florida
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TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS
How many K-12 students are in Florida?

3,249,259

Total Number of English Learners
324,000+  (10%)

TOTAL NUMBER OF HERITAGE 
LANGUAGES 

243

ELLs in Florida 
Survey 3 2022-2023 

Bureau of PK-20 Education 
Reporting and Accessibility
Division of Accountability, 
Research, and Measurement

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Key Terms 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL)

English Language Learners (ELLs)

Instructional Resources

Accommodations for ELLs

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Key Terms and Information
Basic ESOL –  instruction in English/Language Arts, regardless of 
delivery model approach.  
Basic Subject Areas – instruction in computer literacy, 
mathematics, science, and social studies.
ELLs: Instructional Model – the type of instructional strategy 
provided to ELLs in each course. The allowable types of 
instructional models are: 
• Sheltered – English
• Sheltered – Core/Basic Subject Areas
• Mainstream– English
• Mainstream– Core/Basic Subject Areas
• Maintenance or Developmental Bilingual Education
• Dual Language (Two-way Developmental Bilingual Education)

http://www.fldoe.org/
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School Improvement Overview
School Improvement (SI) Schools
Graded public schools identified for support and intervention by the 
Department because the school earned a grade of “D,” and grade of “F” or 
produced a graduation rate of sixty-seven (67) percent or less. (Rule 6A-
1.099811, F.A.C.)

2023-24 School Year

Total Number of SI Schools 162 

Percent of SI Schools with data 
for the English Language 
Learner (ELL) subgroup

85% (137 schools)

Number of the 137 schools 
with ELL data that is below 
41% (Federal Percent of Points 
Index)

77% (106 schools)

http://www.fldoe.org/
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School Improvement Overview
Turnaround Schools 
Graded public schools that are in Tier 2 or 3 of School Improvement. 

• Tier 2 SI school: Any school that earns a single grade of “F” or consecutive grades of 
“D” in any school year in which the school received a grade and is in the first cycle of 
turnaround. (Rule 6A-1.099811, F.A.C.)

• Tier 3 SI school: Any school that has completed one or more cycles of turnaround 
and has not improved its grade to at least a “C.” (Rule 6A-1.099811, F.A.C.)

2023-24 School Year

Total Number of Turnaround  
Schools

32

Percent of Turnaround Schools 
with data for the ELL subgroup

88% (28 schools)

Number of the 28 schools with 
ELL data that is below 41% 
(Federal Percent of Points 
Index)

82% (23 schools)

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) 2021-2022

Achievement Gap Between ELLs and Non ELLs in 
Academic Achievement Scores in English 

Language Arts

English Language Learners Non-English Learners
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Discussion

What are strategies your district is 
currently using to support ELLs? 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Communication Modes

Language 
Domains

Listening

Reading

Speaking

Writing

Interpretive

Expressive

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Discussion

What professional learning is your 
district currently offering to teachers 

of ELLs?

http://www.fldoe.org/
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WIDA Resources

Visit https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/types to learn more!

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/types
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Florida’s WIDA Webpage
Standards and Instructional Support

Visit https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/fl to learn more!

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/fl
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WIDA Professional Learning

Facilitated: Live workshops 
facilitated by a WIDA Professional 
Learning Specialist. Registration is 
required to attend workshop.

Self-paced: On-demand, 
interactive learning opportunities 
that can be accessed anytime. 
Educators can contact WIDA 
Client Services Center at 
help@wida.us or (866) 276-7735 
to request an eLearning account 
to be created.

http://www.fldoe.org/
mailto:help@wida.us


www.FLDOE.org

Discussion

What supports and resources would 
help your district increase the 

achievement of ELLs? 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Thank you. 

Contact Information
Dustin Sims

Lead Executive Director
School Improvement

Florida Department of Education
386-931-8689

Dustin.Sims@fldoe.org

Dr. Arlene Costello
Bureau Chief

Student Achievement through Language Acquisition
850-245-0417

Arlene.Costello@fldoe.org

http://www.fldoe.org/
mailto:Arlene.Costello@fldoe.org
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