The Florida College System

Homeless Students and Financial Aid

Students may think that going to college is not a realistic goal because they do not have funding or find the financial aid forms too complicated. Applying for financial aid can be a confusing process for any student.  Students who are homeless or in a transitional living situation may also have additional questions about how to fill out financial aid forms such as: How do I fill out this form if I am estranged from my parent(s) or legal guardian(s)? This sheet is provided to offer tips on assisting homeless students with applying for financial aid as they transition from high school to The Florida College System (formerly the Florida Community College System). 

· Students should complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as early as possible during the spring of their senior year. This form can be found at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

· If the student has been declared an unaccompanied homeless youth by the school district, director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing program, or by the director of a runaway or homeless youth center or transitional living program, parental information is not required on the FAFSA. 
· “Youth” means that you are 21 years of or less or are still involved in high school as of the day you sign the FAFSA.

· “Unaccompanied” means you are not living in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.

· “Homeless” means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing, including living in shelters, motels, cars, and temporarily with other people because you have nowhere else to go.

· Students who are homeless and accompanied by a parent or legal guardian must have the parent complete the parental section of the FAFSA. The homeless status of these students will be based on parental information and not student information.

· If a parent has recently become unemployed, the FAFSA includes a question enabling individuals to indicate if they have recently been laid off or collecting unemployment benefits.

· The FAFSA must be completed on a yearly basis. 

· If the student plans to attend college in Florida, they should also complete the Florida Financial Aid Application which can be found at www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org. 

· Students typically do not receive their financial aid until the second or third week of the semester. 

· There is not a standard financial award for students who are homeless. The amount of financial aid a student is eligible to receive depends upon the school they choose to attend, residency status, and the expected financial contribution of the student and his/her family.

· For information on specific federal financial aid programs, please go to http://studentaid.ed.gov. 

· For information on specific state financial aid programs, please go to http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/SSFAD/home/ProgramsOffered.htm. 

· Most of the colleges in The Florida College System do not offer on-campus residential facilities.

· The state of Florida also offers a fee exemption per section 1009.25, Florida Statutes, for those students with homeless status. The definition of homeless status for the fee exemption differs from the definition used for purposes of the FAFSA.

Below are examples of questions homeless students may have regarding the FAFSA.
	Questions on the 2009-10 FAFSA which may cause difficulty for homeless students. Question numbers refer to the paper FAFSA. Sections refer to the FAFSA on the Web (FOTW) Worksheet. Answering “Yes” to any question in Step Four/Section means that you will be treated as an independent student and will not need to provide parental information on the FAFSA. 

	“At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did your high school or school district homeless liaison determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless?”
	Q: I became homeless during my senior year in high school. Am I considered an independent student?


A: You are considered an independent student if you received a determination any time on or after July 1, 2008, that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless. The financial aid administrator at your college may require you to provide a copy of the determination or other documentation.


If you do not have a determination but you believe you are an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or are an unaccompanied youth providing your own living expenses who is at risk of being homeless, answer “No” and contact your school’s financial aid office for assistance or for a determination by your school.  

	“At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did the director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless?”
	Q: I lived in an emergency shelter last year. How do I complete the FAFSA?

A: Answer yes if you received a determination any time on or after July 1, 2008, that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless. The financial aid administrator at your college may require you to provide a copy of the determination or other documentation.


If you do not have a determination but you believe you are an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or are an unaccompanied youth providing your own living expenses who is at risk of being homeless, answer “No” and contact your school’s financial aid office for assistance or for a determination by your school. 

	 “At any time on or after July 1, 2008, did the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional living program determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?”
	Q: My mom died a few years ago and I have no contact with my dad. I am in a transitional housing program. Am I an independent student?


A: Answer yes if you received a determination any time on or after July 1, 2008, that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or self-supporting and at risk of being homeless. The financial aid administrator at your college may require you to provide a copy of the determination or other documentation.


If you do not have a determination but you believe you are an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or are an unaccompanied youth providing your own living expenses who is at risk of being homeless, answer “No” and contact your school’s financial aid office for assistance or for a determination. 








