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Actionable Data: Chronic Absence (CA)
 

Excused 
Absences + Unexcused 

Absences 
+ Suspension Chronic 

Absence 

Important Differences -

• Truancy = unexcused absences (s. 1003.26(b), F.S.) 
• Average Daily Attendance = how many students show up each day 
• Chronic Absence = missing so much school for any reason that a 

student is academically at-risk - missing 10% or more of school 

www.attendanceworks.org
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2015-16 Chronic Absenteeism* Rates by District 

* % Absent 21 or More Days (Final Survey 5) 

Source: Education Information and 
Accountability Services, Florida Department of 
Education 
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Patterns in Chronic Absence
 
Across the Grade Levels 

• Rates typically drop after Kindergarten through 5th 

• Rise significantly in middle and high school 

Balfanz & Byrnes, 2012
 www.FLDOE.org 
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Easy to Overlook Patterns of
 
Chronic Absence in Individual Students
 

Get Schooled interactive 
webpage: 

https://getschooled.com/dashbo 
ard/tool/343-attendance-
counts?type=tool 
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Average Daily Attendance Can Mask 

High Percentages of CA
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Impact of Chronic Absence During Early Years
 

www.FLDOE.org 
Attendance Works, 2016
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Does Kindergarten Really Count? 


Students who experience 
chronic absence in 
Kindergarten have: 

• Lower academic performance 
in 1st Grade 

• Lower reading and math
proficiency in 3rd grade 

• Weak social and academic 
skills to help the student
engage in learning 

www.FLDOE.org 
9 

http://www.fldoe.org/


 
 

   
  

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

  
 

     
    

 
    

      
       

   

  
  

 

Chronic Early Absence Connected to
 
Poor Long-term Academic Outcomes
 

Chronic absence in 
kindergarten 

Lower levels of 
literacy in first 

grade 

Lower 
achievement as 
far out as fifth 

grade 

A Rhode Island Data Hub analysis found that compared to kindergartners 
who attended regularly, those chronically absent: 

• Scored 20% lower in reading and math in later grades and gap grows 
• 2X as likely to be retained in grade 3 
• 2X likely to be suspended by the end of 7th grade 
• Likely to continue being chronically absent 

www.FLDOE.org 

National Student Attendance, Engagement, and Success 
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Being in school on a regular basis …
 
… drives student success
 

Exposure to Language: Starting in pre-K, attendance equals exposure to 
language-rich environments 
Time on Task in Class: Students only benefit from classroom instruction if they 

are in class 

On track for Success: Chronic absence is a proven early warning signal that a 
student is behind in reading by 3rd grade, failing courses in middle and high 
school, and likely to drop out 
College and Career Ready: Cultivating the habit of regular attendance helps 

students develop the persistence needed to show up every day for college and 
work 
Engagement: Attendance reflects engagement in learning 

Effective Practice: Schools, communities, and families can improve attendance 
when they work together 
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Florida’s Cohort-Based Dropout Rates,
 
2011-12 to 2015-16
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Cohort-Based Dropout Rates by District,
 
2011-12 through 2015-16
 

Above State Average Below State Average 
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Florida’s Early Warning Indicators Grades K-8 

(s. 1001.42, F.S.)
 

Indicator Threshold 
Attendance Student missed 10% or more of school 

days (absences, OSS) 

Behavior One or more suspensions (ISS or OSS) 

Course Performance • Course failure in ELA or math (any 
grading period) 

• Level 1 statewide standardized 
assessment ELA and Math 

• K-3 substantial reading deficiency 
s. 1008.25(5)(a), F.S. 
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 Strategic Partnerships
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Best Practices: 

Community Engagement
 

•	 Community outreach and messaging on 
the importance of attendance 

•	 Absences Add Up! 
•	 http://absencesaddup.org/the-campaign 

•	 Engage community partners in problem solving to assist in 
developing and implementing interventions to break down barriers 
to school attendance 

www.FLDOE.org 
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 Positive Engagement
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Engaging Parents
 

• Encourage parents to keep track of their student’s 
attendance 

• Use your parent groups and/or volunteers to assist 
other parents in promoting positive relationships to 
encourage attendance 

• Give Parents a Voice 

21 

http://www.fldoe.org/


 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Table Discussion:
 
Planning
 

• Actionable Data 
• Positive Engagement 
• Capacity Building 
• Shared Accountability 
• Strategic Partnerships 

Next Steps …. 

www.FLDOE.org 
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 Action Plan Activity
 

23 
www.FLDOE.org 

http://www.fldoe.org/


 
         

            
     

    
          

  
  

           
   

      
 

        
 

      
        

  
         

    
 

 
 

References and Resources
 
Balfanz, R., & Byrnes, V. (2012). Chronic Absenteeism: Summarizing what we know from nationally available 

data. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Center for Social Organization of Schools. 
California Ad Council. (n.d.) Truancy Toolkit. Retrieved from https://oag.ca.gov/truancy/toolkit 
Child and Family Policy Center. (n.d.) Attendance Works. Retrieved from http://www.attendanceworks.org/ 
Florida Department of Education (n.d.) Students Absent 21 or More Days by District 2015-16, Final Survey 5 

Data. Retrieved from http://fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12­
public-school-data-pubs-reports/students.stml. 

Florida Department of Education. (December 2016). Florida’s Cohort Based Dropout Rates Data, 2015-16. 
Retrieved from http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7584/urlt/GradRates1516.pdf 

Get Schooled Foundation. (n.d.) Get Schooled Interactive Webpage. Retrieved from 
https://getschooled.com/dashboard/tool/343-attendance-counts?type=tool 

M.H. West & Co., Inc. (n.d.) Stepping Up The Pace: Improving Attendance. Retrieved from 
www.mhwest.com. 

The National Center for Student Success (n.d.) Retrieved from http://www.student-success.org/ 
National Dropout Prevention Center/Network (n.d.). 15 Effective Strategies for Dropout Prevention. Retrieved 

from www.dropoutprevention.org. 
Volusia County Schools. (n.d.) School-Wide Attendance and Engagement Strategies (Elementary, Middle, 

and High School Levels). Retrieved from 
http://www.myvolusiaschools.org/departments/Pages/default.aspx. 

https://oag.ca.gov/truancy/toolkit
http://fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-pubs-reports/students.stml
http://fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-pubs-reports/students.stml
http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7584/urlt/GradRates1516.pdf
https://getschooled.com/dashboard/tool/343-attendance-counts?type=tool
http://www.mhwest.com/
http://www.student-success.org/
http://www.dropoutprevention.org/
http://www.myvolusiaschools.org/departments/Pages/default.aspx
http:http://www.attendanceworks.org


 
 

   
 

  
  

 
 

   
   

 
 

 
    

 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services 

Jayna Jenkins, Project Coordinator 
Student Support Services Project 
Jayna@usf.edu 
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