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Bridging PreK & K-3 Early Learning Policy & Practices
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Why it all matters….
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OEL Priorities
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• VPK Enrollment Projections, Trends and Next Steps
• 2020 Kindergarten Screening Results – with Caveats 
• COVID-19 Federal CCDF Funding Supports for Early 

Learning
• COVID Rapid Response Supplemental Appropriations 

(CRRSA)
• American Rescue Act (ARP)

• Implementation of HB 419: Major Areas
• Resources and Supports
• Questions and Answers

Topics
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VPK Enrollment Trends

VPK Program Participation Rate 2006-2007 to 2025-2026*

Source: Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Estimating Conference, April 1, 2021. *2005-2006 – 2019-2020 are actual enrollments, 2020-2021 are estimated enrollments and 
2021-2022 to 2025-2026 are projected enrollments.
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VPK Enrollment Trends
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VPK Enrollment Trends
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VPK Enrollment Trends
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VPK Enrollment Trends
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2021-22 Appropriations
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Percentage of Fall 2019 Public 
Kindergarten Students “Ready”
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Kindergarten Readiness by County

% “Ready”

60% and above - 9 districts

59% and below - 58 districts

190,805 Screened
Statewide Percentage 

“Ready”= 53%



Caveats for Fall 2020 Kindergarten Screening Data
• There are significant differences in the number of students participating in 

FLKRS when observed at the county and statewide level from fall 2019 to fall 
2020. 

• Statewide there were nearly 60,000 fewer students screened on FLKRS.
• Some of Florida’s largest counties have only a fraction of the students screened 

when compared to fall 2019.
• Due to circumstances related to the opening of Florida schools, the 

administration of FLKRS was not standardized in terms of the typical screening 
window.

• The above should be considered when reviewing the change in performance 
shown on the following charts at the statewide and county level.

• Information related to attendance in VPK is not yet available to consider with 
this data and it is unclear of the effects a lack of a “normal” preschool 
experience for those students now in kindergarten impacted kindergarten 
readiness. 
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Kindergarten Readiness by County
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Kindergarten Readiness by Florida District

Note: all percentages shown reflect rounding.

District Number District Name
 

# Test Takers  

 
# Scoring 

500+  
  % Scoring 

500+ 
 

# Test Takers  

 
# Scoring 

500+  
  % Scoring 

500+ 
Net Change of % Ready 
from 2019-20 to 2020-21

Net Change 
in # Tested 

from 2019-20 
to 2020-21

Percent 
Change

00 FLORIDA 190,805 101,818 53% 133,632 76,098 57% +4 -57,173 -30%
01 ALACHUA 2,207 1,256 57% 1,328 775 58% +1 -879 -40%
02 BAKER 380 266 70% 324 189 58% -12 -56 -15%
03 BAY 1,661 848 51% 1,261 650 52% 0 -400 -24%
04 BRADFORD 255 127 50% 157 81 52% +2 -98 -38%
05 BREVARD 4,875 2,985 61% 4,380 2,591 59% -2 -495 -10%
06 BROWARD 18,022 9,052 50% 6,507 4,265 66% +15 -11,515 -64%
07 CALHOUN 129 68 53% 109 59 54% +1 -20 -16%
08 CHARLOTTE 1,076 506 47% 921 464 50% +3 -155 -14%
09 CITRUS 1,060 493 47% 767 385 50% +4 -293 -28%
10 CLAY 2,544 1,362 54% 2,312 1,326 57% +4 -232 -9%
11 COLLIER 3,051 1,395 46% 2,568 1,273 50% +4 -483 -16%
12 COLUMBIA 739 402 54% 662 388 59% +4 -77 -10%
13 MIAMI-DADE 20,538 12,012 58% 13,323 9,498 71% +13 -7,215 -35%
14 DESOTO 353 100 28% 284 85 30% +2 -69 -20%
15 DIXIE 176 93 53% 130 87 67% +14 -46 -26%
16 DUVAL 9,196 4,694 51% 7,339 3,965 54% +3 -1,857 -20%
17 ESCAMBIA 2,799 1,309 47% 2,247 1,081 48% +1 -552 -20%
18 FLAGLER 822 391 48% 660 363 55% +7 -162 -20%
19 FRANKLIN 92 48 52% 97 43 44% -8 5 5%
20 GADSDEN 305 162 53% 305 156 51% -2 0 0%
21 GILCHRIST 223 127 57% 212 110 52% -5 -11 -5%
22 GLADES 154 89 58% 112 67 60% +2 -42 -27%
23 GULF 146 80 55% 116 79 68% +13 -30 -21%
24 HAMILTON 112 51 46% 88 38 43% -2 -24 -21%
25 HARDEE 423 189 45% 361 117 32% -12 -62 -15%
26 HENDRY 494 295 60% 990 764 77% +17 496 100%
27 HERNANDO 1,486 821 55% 1,439 751 52% -3 -47 -3%
28 HIGHLANDS 880 411 47% 685 268 39% -8 -195 -22%
29 HILLSBOROUGH 15,764 8,580 54% 10,044 5,194 52% -3 -5,720 -36%
30 HOLMES 232 98 42% 175 71 41% -2 -57 -25%
31 INDIAN RIVER 1,216 628 52% 937 548 58% +7 -279 -23%

 2019-20  2020-21 

Fall 2019 and Fall 2020 Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS)
District/State Results
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Kindergarten Readiness by County

Note: all percentages shown reflect rounding.

District Number District Name
 

# Test Takers  

 
# Scoring 

500+  
  % Scoring 

500+ 
 

# Test Takers  

 
# Scoring 

500+  
  % Scoring 

500+ 
Net Change of % Ready 
from 2019-20 to 2020-21

Net Change 
in # Tested 

from 2019-20 
to 2020-21

Percent 
Change

32 JACKSON 457 292 64% 411 224 55% -9 -46 -10%
33 JEFFERSON 47 14 30% 31 10 32% +2 -16 -34%
34 LAFAYETTE 95 38 40% 49 26 53% +13 -46 -48%
35 LAKE 3,097 1,829 59% 2,314 1,341 58% -1 -783 -25%
36 LEE 6,469 2,649 41% 4,745 2,206 46% +6 -1,724 -27%
37 LEON 2,454 1,312 53% 1,361 839 62% +8 -1,093 -45%
38 LEVY 422 256 61% 366 192 52% -8 -56 -13%
39 LIBERTY 80 54 68% 74 45 61% -7 -6 -8%
40 MADISON 185 93 50% 136 87 64% +14 -49 -26%
41 MANATEE 3,459 1,803 52% 2,878 1,536 53% +1 -581 -17%
42 MARION 2,898 1,252 43% 2,464 1,034 42% -1 -434 -15%
43 MARTIN 1,293 661 51% 980 459 47% -4 -313 -24%
44 MONROE 645 356 55% 473 273 58% +3 -172 -27%
45 NASSAU 900 520 58% 788 391 50% -8 -112 -12%
46 OKALOOSA 2,450 1,339 55% 2,057 1,152 56% +1 -393 -16%
47 OKEECHOBEE 496 179 36% 320 114 36% 0 -176 -35%
48 ORANGE 13,637 7,530 55% 7,567 4,245 56% +1 -6,070 -45%
49 OSCEOLA 4,397 2,012 46% 3,670 1,741 47% +2 -727 -17%
50 PALM BEACH 13,065 6,487 50% 8,893 5,350 60% +11 -4,172 -32%
51 PASCO 5,269 3,009 57% 4,596 2,735 60% +2 -673 -13%
52 PINELLAS 6,881 4,110 60% 5,525 3,264 59% -1 -1,356 -20%
53 POLK 7,487 3,432 46% 5,307 2,365 45% -1 -2,180 -29%
54 PUTNAM 826 444 54% 645 315 49% -5 -181 -22%
55 ST. JOHNS 2,782 2,016 72% 2,242 1,500 67% -6 -540 -19%
56 ST. LUCIE 2,616 1,240 47% 1,916 939 49% +2 -700 -27%
57 SANTA ROSA 1,825 1,038 57% 1,484 1,151 78% +21 -341 -19%
58 SARASOTA 2,819 1,523 54% 2,189 1,209 55% +1 -630 -22%
59 SEMINOLE 4,463 2,803 63% 2,950 1,772 60% -3 -1,513 -34%
60 SUMTER 661 391 59% 581 332 57% -2 -80 -12%
61 SUWANNEE 462 189 41% 349 169 48% +8 -113 -24%
62 TAYLOR 201 97 48% 179 78 44% -5 -22 -11%
63 UNION 239 135 56% 213 124 58% +2 -26 -11%
64 VOLUSIA 4,290 2,531 59% 2,831 1,634 58% -1 -1,459 -34%
65 WAKULLA 352 195 55% 324 169 52% -3 -28 -8%
66 WALTON 785 422 54% 671 346 52% -2 -114 -15%
67 WASHINGTON 276 149 54% 214 99 46% -8 -62 -22%
71 FL VIRTUAL 121 115 95% 677 656 97% +2 556 460%
72 FAU LAB SCH 196 152 78% 138 111 80% +2 -58 -30%
73 FSU LAB SCH 208 148 71% 137 99 72% +1 -71 -34%
74 FAMU LAB SCH 37 28 76% 47 35 74% -2 10 27%
75 UF LAB SCH 53 37 70% 0 0 0% NA -53 -100%

 2019-20  2020-21 
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Difference in Number of Students Screened –
Fall 2000 and Fall 2019

Many districts experienced significantly lower numbers of students screened on FLKRS in Fall 2020, as there was a 
statewide decrease of 30%; 56% of all districts experienced a 20% or more decrease in students screened and 
only three districts did not have a decrease.



Percentage of Fall 2020 Public 
Kindergarten Students “Ready”
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Kindergarten Readiness by County

% “Ready”

60% and above - 14 districts

59% and below - 53 districts

133,632 Students Screened
Statewide Percentage 

“Ready”= 57%

The following considerations are appropriate when reviewing performance for Fall 2020 FLKRS. 
• There are significant differences in the number of students participating in FLKRS at both the district 

statewide level from fall 2019 to fall 2020. 
• Statewide, there were nearly 60,000 fewer students screened on FLKRS. 
• Some of Florida’s largest counties have only a fraction of the students screened when compared to fall 

2019.
• Due to circumstances related to the opening of Florida schools, the administration of FLKRS was not 

standardized in terms of the screening window.
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2019-20 VPK Public School Programs by District
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2019-20 School Readiness Programs by District
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COVID-19 Federal CCDF Support

TBD
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2021-22 Appropriations

Office of Early Learning Highlights – Line Item #80A/B
*Contingent upon signature by the Governor

$348,285,903 – CCDF CRRSA
• Budget amendments to be developed in collaboration with 

coalitions, child care providers, the CSC, and provider 
associations.

$166,238,432 – CCDF CRRSA 

• Two bonuses to child care and early learning instructors for a 
net amount of $1,000 each. First bonus application available 
July 1, 2021 and distributed by October 30, 2021. Second 
bonus distributed no later than April 30, 2022.
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2021 Legislation Implementation
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2021 Legislation Implementation
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2021 Legislation Implementation
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2021 Legislation Implementation
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CARES Funding:  VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot

• 35,738 VPK Students
• 1,523  VPK providers

o 69% Private VPK Providers
o 31% Public School Providers

• 45 School Districts

2020-21 Pilot Participation
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CARES Funding:  VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot

• Provide opportunity for VPK providers to 
implement Star Early Literacy in their VPK programs 
in the 2020-21 and 2021-22 school years. 

• Provide a more comprehensive overview of the 
learning and growth continuum during critical early 
learning years.

• 35,738 VPK Students; 1,523  VPK providers
• 69% Private VPK Provider
• 31% Public School Providers - 45 School Districts

VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Goals



VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot

VPK Progress Monitoring Pilot Resources
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For more information please visit the dedicated web page at 
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-
assessment-pilot

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/vpk-star-early-literacy-assessment-pilot
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Preschool Development Grant

PDG Birth through Five Renewal Grant

Designed to support states in coordinating and aligning early 
childhood care and education (ECE) programs, resources, and 
services that already exist, thereby:

o Improving program quality.
o Expanding access to targeted professional development.
o Facilitating better partnerships between programs.
o Improving transitions from ECE programs into 

elementary school.
o Increasing program operating and cost efficiencies.
o Expanding parental choices and involvement.
o Ensuring families are linked to the full range of services 

they need.
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PDG Transition to Kindergarten Virtual Summits

Integrating Promising Practices to 
Support Early Literacy and Successful 

Transitions Prek-K
• Each two half-day virtual summit provides content intended to support 

early learning coalitions, school districts and preschool and public school 
educators as they plan for students’ successful transitions to 
kindergarten.
o April 20-21, 2021:  North Region (182 Participants)
o April 27-28, 2021: Central Region (214 Participants)
o May 4-5: South Region (244 Participants)

Transition to Kindergarten Website:
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-
kindergarten

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/vpk/families/transition-to-kindergarten
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T2K Toolkit 

Tip Sheets

Booklists

Customizable Flyers

And more…

Toolkit Guide

Transition to Kindergarten Toolkit
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Questions?

Shan Goff, Executive Director
Melinda Webster, VPK Manager

Office of Early Learning
250 Marriott Drive | Tallahassee, FL 32399

850.717.8550 | Toll Free 866.357.3239

www.floridaearlylearning.com

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
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