Frequently Asked Questions

FCAT Development and Scoring


The information in this FAQ section refers to the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test® (FCAT) aligned to the Sunshine State Standards and related information that is accurate through the 2009-10 administration.  To learn about changes to the statewide assessment program and related areas for 2010-11 and beyond, please visit the FCAT 2.0 and Florida End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments Web pages.
What is the FCAT? 


The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test® (FCAT) is part of Florida’s overall plan to increase student achievement by implementing higher standards. The FCAT, administered to students in grades 3-11, consists of criterion-referenced tests (CRT) measuring selected benchmarks in mathematics, reading, science, and writing from the Sunshine State Standards (SSS).

Who writes the questions for the FCAT? 


Professional item writers employed by the DOE’s test-development contractors prepare the first draft of all test questions. Committees of Florida classroom teachers and curriculum supervisors, working with DOE staff, review and revise each test item. Before a test question appears on the FCAT, it is reviewed for community sensitivity and possible bias. In 2009-2010, approximately 300 teachers, administrators, and citizens participated in the FCAT development process.

What are the FCAT questions like? 


Most of the test questions are multiple-choice, but some of the mathematics and science questions require students to “bubble in” their answers on a grid. Other reading and mathematics questions ask for a short, written answer, and a few ask for a more detailed or extended answer. 

In some parts of the test, students write answers in response to an article or story, to assess how well they understand what they have read. The table below shows the various item formats on FCAT by the subject and grade level assessed.

Types of Questions on FCAT by Grade Level
	Item Format
	Sunshine State Standards

	
	Reading
	Mathematics
	Writing
	Science

	Essay
	 
	 
	4, 8, 10
	 

	Multiple-Choice
	3-10
	3-10
	 
	5, 8, 11

	Gridded- Response
	 
	5-10
	 
	8, 11

	Short- Response
	4, 8, 10
	5, 8, 10
	 
	 

	Extended-Response
	4, 8, 10
	5, 8, 10
	 
	 


The reading and mathematics questions are drawn from different subject areas, such as Social Studies, Science, Mathematics, Reading, Health/Physical Education, the arts, and the workplace. Many questions include graphics and illustrations. The FCAT questions and performance tasks incorporate thinking and problem-solving skills that match the complexity of the Standard being assessed.

Why do students take the FCAT? 


The FCAT is given to measure achievement of the Sunshine State Standards. The skills and competencies outlined in the Standards are also embedded in the material of the student’s core classes. The best understanding of a student’s academic achievement comes from looking at multiple pieces of evidence (including FCAT scores) collected over time.

What is the legislative authority for the FCAT? 


In the early 1970’s, the statewide assessment of students in selected grades was authorized. In 1976, the Florida Legislature approved assessments in Grades 3, 5, 8, and 11, including the nation’s first high school graduation test. Since then, the Legislature has continuously supported assessment and evaluation activities in the state’s public school system. The purpose and design of the statewide assessment program is articulated in Section 1008.22, F.S., and the student progression plan is in Section 1008.25, F.S.

Who takes the FCAT? 


Approximately 1.8 million public school students in grades 3-11 take the FCAT, which means that approximately 4.4 million individual tests must be scored. Participating students include all students working toward a regular high school diploma, including English Language Learners (ELLs) and students with disabilities. Public school students attending private school through the use of a school-choice scholarship, such as the McKay Scholarship, may take the FCAT. At the request of their parents, Home Education Program students may take the FCAT. Beginning in 2004, Florida Virtual Program students also take the FCAT.


What does the FCAT cost to administer, score, and report results? 


The cost per scored test for the 2009-10 school year is $11.76, and the cost per student is $29.41. This includes all costs associated with Reading (grades 3-10), Mathematics (grades 3-10), Science (grades 5, 8, and 11), Reading/Mathematics Retakes, and End-of-Course tests currently in development (Biology, US History, Geometry, and Algebra 1). The costs include development of test questions, holding review meetings with Florida educators, field testing, production and printing of tests, shipping and return of test materials, scoring, reporting scores to parents, schools, districts, and the State, and analysis and research.

How has the FCAT changed since its implementation in 1998? 

The FCAT has been administered annually since 1998. In 1998, the FCAT was administered to students in Grades 4 (Reading), 5 (Mathematics), and 8 and 10 (Reading and Mathematics). An NRT component was added in 2000 for grades 3 through 10. The March 2001 FCAT administration included Reading and Mathematics tests for grades 3 through 10. In 2003, FCAT Science was added for students in Grades 5, 8, and 10, and in March 2005, the Grade 10 FCAT Science was moved to Grade 11. 

FCAT Writing has been administered to Grade 4 students since 1992, but from 1992 to 2000, the assessment was referred to as the Florida Writing Assessment Program (FWAP). Grade 8 was added to the Writing Assessment in 1993, and Grade 10 was added in 1994. In 2000, the writing assessment was incorporated into the FCAT program and its name changed to FCAT Writing. In 2005, multiple-choice items were added to the writing assessment and the name was changed to FCAT Writing+.

In 2008, Senate Bill 1908 removed the requirement that the statewide assessment program include a norm-referenced component, and in a memo dated June 17, 2008, the Department provided official notice of the removal of the FCAT NRT from the statewide assessment program, beginning with the 2008-09 school year. In addition, Senate Bill 1908 removed the multiple-choice items from the writing assessment—effective with the 2009 administration—and prescribed a new writing assessment beginning in 2012-13.

When is the FCAT administered? 


Students take the FCAT Writing assessment in February and the FCAT Reading, Mathematics, and Science assessments in March. Students needing to retake the Grade 10 FCAT have that opportunity in October and March of both their junior and senior years of high school. 
Beginning with the 2010-11 school year, the statewide writing assessment will be administered no earlier than March 1st and the comprehensive statewide assessment of any other subjects, such as reading, mathematics, and science, will not be administered earlier than the week of April 15th, as stipulated in Senate Bill 1908. FCAT test administration schedules are available at http://www.fldoe.org/asp/schedule.asp.

How much time does it take to administer the FCAT to a student? 


The total amount of time required to administer the FCAT depends on the grade level of the students. In general, students spend from four to eight hours over a nine-day period taking different parts of the FCAT. Grade 3, 6, 7, and 9 students spend the least amount of time testing (four hours), and Grade 8 students spend the most time testing (8.1 hours). The daily schedule for each FCAT administration is posted in early September at http://www.fldoe.org/asp/schedule.asp.


What subject areas are measured by the FCAT? 
 

The FCAT currently includes reading, writing, mathematics, and science.

At what grade levels must students pass the FCAT? 


Grade 3 students must earn an FCAT Reading score of Level 2 or higher on a scale of 1 – 5 in order to be promoted to Grade 4. Graduating seniors must pass both the Reading and Mathematics sections of the Grade 10 FCAT to graduate from high school with a standard high school diploma. Requirements of FCAT scores for passing to the next grade level are set by school districts throughout Florida, as stated in each district’s Student Progression Plan, as permitted in s. 1008.22(3)(c), F.S.

What is the passing score for the FCAT? 


Students in grade 10 must earn a developmental scale score of 1926 (scale score of 300) or above to pass the FCAT Reading and a developmental scale score of 1889 (scale score of 300) or above to pass the FCAT Mathematics. Students in grade 3 must score in Level 2 or higher on FCAT Reading, on a scale of 1 – 5, to be promoted. Good cause exemptions are available for grade 3 students.

Do students receive remediation based on their FCAT scores? 


Students in the middle grades and in high school who score at Level 1 on FCAT Reading must be enrolled in and complete an intensive reading course the following year, and Level 2 readers must be placed in an intensive reading course or a content area course in which reading strategies are delivered as determined by diagnosis of reading needs. Students in the middle grades and in high school who score a Level 1 or Level 2 on FCAT Mathematics must receive remediation the following year, which may be integrated in the student’s required mathematics course. 

All students who score below a Level 3 on FCAT Reading or Mathematics must be provided with additional diagnostic assessments to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty, the areas of academic need, and strategies for appropriate intervention and instruction as described in the student’s individualized progress monitoring plan. 

How and when are student FCAT results returned to students? 


Districts and schools receive electronic access to student scores as soon as they have been verified and can be made available.  Individual student FCAT results are shipped by the test-scoring contractor to school districts for distribution to schools and students approximately one week after school districts receive electronic access to student scores.  Each school district determines the manner in which student results will be distributed to students and parents.

How do I obtain a copy of my child’s FCAT scores? 


If a parent does not receive a hard copy of their child’s FCAT scores, the parent should contact the child’s school directly for a copy of FCAT results. Duplicate copies of student FCAT scores can be obtained by making a request to the District Assessment Coordinator. In the event of a move to another school district, the request for a duplicate copy of the scores should be made to the District Assessment Coordinator of the county in which the student tested. 

What accounts for the delay between student assessment in March and the return of FCAT scores? 


The scoring process for the FCAT is a complex one. In order to assure accuracy, the test scoring contractor scans the FCAT answer sheets and puts them through a rigorous quality control process. This includes a mock data component which simulates the entire scoring process for the whole state. Mock data are created and checked in random sets of student test answers that replicate every possible response that can occur on the multiple-choice questions. Then, as real student responses are returned to the scoring contractor, student results from several counties are hand-checked at every line and bubble on the answer sheet. Lastly, a rechecking of the results of the whole state takes place, and answer sheets undergo a third, lengthy process of intense scrutiny. 

Additional time is needed to score each of the short-response and extended-response performance task items. These are each read and hand-scored by at least one scorer, and 20 percent of all responses also have a second scorer to demonstrate that the quality of the scoring process remains consistent from year to year.

Once the Department of Education is satisfied that the results are accurate, reports containing FCAT results for each student are sent to districts. Districts then send the FCAT Student and Parent Reports to schools, and schools are responsible for distributing them to each student who participated in the assessment. For the March administrations, results for all FCAT assessments are provided in electronic format for districts and schools prior to the delivery of hardcopy results.

Who scores the FCAT? How are FCAT scorers trained? 

Student bubbled answer sheets are scanned by a professional test-scoring contractor. FCAT performance task responses are graded by a test support contractor who recruits and hires people who have at least a Baccalaureate Degree. Each person must participate in an intensive training program and pass qualifying tests before being hired. Each written student response is scored by one reader, and 20 percent of all responses are scored independently by two readers. As the readers score the student responses, their work is continuously monitored. If they drift from the desired levels of reliability, they are either retrained or discharged. This process is used across the nation by other states that have large-scale testing programs.

Can students or parents see the actual test taken? 


Student participants and parents are not permitted to see the actual FCAT tests taken by students because FCAT questions are part of a test item bank, and some questions are reused in subsequent assessments. Allowing students or parents to read the FCAT questions would invalidate them, thereby depleting the supply of test questions for future FCAT administrations. 

The Department has released FCAT tests for select grade levels and subjects since 2005. These tests are located at http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatrelease.asp. In 2005, reading and mathematics tests taken by students in Grades 4, 8, and 10 were released. This was the first “full-test” release. In 2006, reading and mathematics tests taken by students in Grades 3, 7, 9, and 10 were released. In 2007, reading and mathematics tests taken by students in Grades 5 and 6 and the science test taken by students in Grade 8 were released. Additionally, about half of the reading and mathematics questions and answers for Grades 4, 5, 8, and 10 were released in 2001 and are available on the Department of Education’s Web site at http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatit01.asp.

How are the FCAT scores used for school accountability? 


The A+ school accountability program is designed to offer financial incentives to all Florida schools and to encourage students and teachers to attain higher standards. Providing financial resources is part of the task, of course, but sometimes student learning does not improve even though more money has been spent on education. This is why Florida has the A+ Plan and why the federal government has enacted the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). Students, teachers, and school administrators can improve their performance if they have a clear understanding that their first obligation is academic achievement.

Are FCAT scores available on the Internet? 


Yes. State, district, and school reports are available on the Internet at http://fcat.fldoe.org/ and https://app1.fldoe.org/FCATDemographics/. Individual student scores are not provided via the Internet.
