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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 4 Narrative Anchor Set 

Introduction 

Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each 
February. Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee 
(comprised of Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range 
of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. The scoring 
contractor uses these papers to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing 
responses. Each anchor set (scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to 
explain why it was assigned a particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common 
understanding of the scoring criteria. A skilled scoring director and team leaders are responsible 
for training, assisting, and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring 
process. All scoring is monitored by Florida Department of Education staff. 

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, 
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are 
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and 
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp. 

Structure of Anchor Sets 
The released 2009 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2009 writing assessment. Personal information has 
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. Where appropriate, papers 
posing potential issues for public release, such as legibility or sensitive content, have been 
removed. In some cases, responses from Qualifying Set 1 (examination materials required for 
potential scorers) are substituted to provide examples of additional training materials. An 
asterisk (*) is used in the heading to indicate that the previous anchor paper was removed 
or that the qualifying paper is a substitution. 

Description of Prompt for Grade 4: Writing to Tell a Story (Narrative) 
The Grade 4 narrative prompt directed the student to write a story about a time he or she had a 
day off from school. 
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NOTE ABOUT TEXT READERS: The alternate text provides an exact representation of the student’s response, 
including spelling and usage errors.
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Anchor Paper 1-A 
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Anchor Paper 1-B 

Score Point: 1 

This brief response minimally addresses the topic of “how about we ditch school.” A limited 
organizational sequence has been attempted, but supporting ideas are sparse and inadequately 
developed: “One day me, [Luigi] and my cousin were all sick and tired of school . . .” There are 
some errors in conventions, but these do not impede the meaning of the response. 
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Anchor Paper 2-A 
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Anchor Paper 2-B 

Score Point: 1 

This brief response addresses the topic of having a “winnter breack,” but there is minimal 
evidence of an organizational pattern. Supporting ideas are presented with little specific detail: 
“and wile I was wating. I played my XBOX360! & my PS3! and then it becam chistmast!” 
Sentences are simple constructions, and some errors occur in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 3-A 
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Anchor Paper 3-B 

Score Point: 2 

This response addresses the topic of a sleepover at a friend’s house, but there is little evidence of 
an organizational pattern. Supporting ideas are inadequately developed, offering few specific 
details: “We played videogames. We played with his toys. We also watced television. Thats 
mostly what we did.” Sentences are simple constructions, and some errors occur in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 4-A 
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Anchor Paper 4-B 

Score Point: 2 

This response focuses on a Sunday morning during the Christmas holidays. An organizational 
pattern has been attempted, but supporting ideas in this brief story are inadequately developed: “I 
jumped out of bed and went to watch t.v. Then I got so bord. After that my my mom woked up 
and said good morning. Then she told me if I want to make breakfast? Then I said sure.” Word 
choice is adequate, and sentences are simple constructions. Some errors occur in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 5-A 
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Anchor Paper 5-B 

Score Point: 2 

This response focuses on the topic of a lost snake. An organizational pattern has been attempted 
through the use of a brief story line. Supporting ideas are offered with a few specific details: “So 
I checked the back yard he wasn’t there. So I checked the bathroom he wasn’t there. And I felt 
realy glum.” Sentences are simple constructions with some errors in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 6-A 
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Anchor Paper 6-B 

Score Point: 3 

This response focuses on a Thanksgiving holiday. A sequential organizational pattern is evident 
as events move through time. The simple story line offers few supporting details: “When I was 
eating a crow came and took my monky bread. Then I took off chaseing it with a stick. That 
crow was a mean crow.” Sentences are of simple construction. Conventions are generally 
followed. 
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Anchor Paper 7-A 
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Anchor Paper 7-B 

Score Point: 3 

This response focuses on getting a puppy for Christmas. An organizational pattern has been 
attempted, and support includes some specific details: “It was 1 month old and shivering. We 
took it in and gave it warm milk. After we cept it. When I woke up I saw a little puppy next to 
me. It was exotic to see a puppy next to me.” Conventions are generally followed, and some 
sentence variety has been attempted. 
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Anchor Paper 8-A 
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Anchor Paper 8-B 

Score Point: 3 

This response focuses on a day off from school. A sequential organizational pattern is evident as 
the story moves through time. Support is presented as a quick series of events, with some 
specific detail, but little elaboration: “I asked my mom if we can go to the movies. She said yes 
so we got in the car and started driving I got hungry on the way so we stopped at Micdonalds.” 
Word choice is adequate, and sentences are of simple construction. Conventions are generally 
followed. 
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Anchor Paper 9-A 
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Anchor Paper 9-B 

Score Point: 4 

This response focuses on the Christmas holidays, and a narrative organizational pattern has been 
attempted. Support includes specific details and some description of events: “I was walking to 
school all of a sudden their was a sighn - saying no school today. I yelled out yes and ran home 
mom. mom theirs no school she got out of bed and cooked breakfast.” Word choice is adequate, 
and some sentence variety is used. Some errors occur in conventions, mostly in punctuation, but 
a basic knowledge of conventions is demonstrated. 
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Anchor Paper 10-A 
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Anchor Paper 10-B 
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Anchor Paper 10-C 

Score Point: 4 

This response focuses on a fishing trip. An organizational pattern is evident as the story moves 
through time. The story is adequately developed using specific details: “I was getting bored. 
Then my dad said ‘Who wants to listen to Soulja boy.’ We said ‘We do.’ We started singing 
Soulja boy. Then we had 2 hours left. We played I spy.” Simple sentences are used. Word choice 
is adequate, and knowledge of basic conventions is demonstrated.  
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Anchor Paper 11-A 
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Anchor Paper 11-B 
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Anchor Paper 11-C 

Score Point: 4 

This response, which focuses on a trip to Boston, uses a sequential organizational pattern. 
Support includes a lot of detail but little elaboration: “We went to go see the salem meuseam. We 
went to go see my dads mom and had Thanksgiving with her. Then we got another hotel it is 
called the [Colonial] and that is where my dad used to work . . .” Word choice is adequate, and 
sentences are of simple construction. A basic knowledge of conventions is demonstrated. 
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Anchor Paper 13-A* 
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Anchor Paper 13-B 
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Anchor Paper 13-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response focuses on a time the writer went on a picnic. An organizational pattern is 
apparent. Supporting ideas are adequately developed using specific details: “We finally arrived, 
and sat down on a blanket in the grass. [Blackie] ran up, and Jumped in My lap. I ran my fingers 
through her shinny black fur. I gazed at the butterflys in the flowers.” Word choice is adequate, 
sometimes precise. Various sentence structures are used, and conventions are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 14-A 
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Anchor Paper 14-B 
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Anchor Paper 14-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response focuses on a trip to Sea World. The story is organized sequentially as events move 
through time. Supporting ideas are developed with adequate detail: “When we finally got there it 
was like a dream come true. We ran into the park like cheetahs. Nether of us had ever been to see 
world before which made it even more exciting.” Various sentence structures are used. Word 
choice is often precise, and knowledge of conventions is demonstrated. 
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Anchor Paper 15-A 
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Anchor Paper 15-B 
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Anchor Paper 15-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response focuses on a day off from school. It is organized sequentially, and events are 
described using specific details: “I was the QB and [Michael] was WR. When I said ‘hike’ he ran 
as fast as he could to the endzone. I launched the ball to him and he caught it. We celebrated.” 
Various sentence structures are used, and conventions are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 17-A* 
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Anchor Paper 17-B 
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Anchor Paper 17-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response focuses on the subject of a sailing trip. It is organized sequentially, and supporting 
ideas are well-developed with specific details: “So we looked and looked. All we found was a 
rotten sandwich, twenty cents, one hanger and a flip-flop. ‘Well that plan didn’t work eather’ I 
moand.” Word choice is often precise. There is a variety of sentence structures, and conventions 
are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 19-A* 
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Anchor Paper 19-B 
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Anchor Paper 19-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response focuses on a trip to the Gulfarium. An organizational plan is evident. Support 
includes specific details and effective use of dialogue: “[Allison] and I ran as fast as our feet 
could carry us to the window. ‘Look at them!’ [Allison] exclaimed happily. Aren’t they 
beautiful?’ I replied, ‘Absolutely, [Allison]! Just look at the way they glimmer!’ I sighed.” Word 
choice is precise, various sentence structures are used, and a strong knowledge of conventions is 
demonstrated. 
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Anchor Paper 20-A 
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Anchor Paper 20-B 
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Anchor Paper 20-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response is focused on the writer’s efforts to get out of school. A narrative organizational 
plan is evident. Support includes the effective use of dialogue: “Next, me and my brother looked 
at the calender, ‘another day of school’, I sighed, ‘cheer up, we’ll make mom fall for one of our 
tricks, my brother said, ‘ok, but this time it better work.’” Word choice is precise, and various 
sentence structures are used. Conventions are generally followed. 
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