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Introduction 

Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each 
February. Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee 
(comprised of Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range 
of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. The scoring 
contractor uses these papers to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing 
responses. Each anchor set (scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to 
explain why it was assigned a particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common 
understanding of the scoring criteria. A skilled scoring director and team leaders are responsible 
for training, assisting, and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring 
process. All scoring is monitored by Florida Department of Education staff. 

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, 
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are 
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and 
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp. 

Structure of Anchor Sets 
The released 2009 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2009 writing assessment. Personal information has 
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. Where appropriate, papers 
posing potential issues for public release, such as legibility or sensitive content, have been 
removed. In some cases, responses from Qualifying Set 1 (examination materials required for 
potential scorers) are substituted to provide examples of additional training materials. An 
asterisk (*) is used in the heading to indicate that the previous anchor paper was removed 
or that the qualifying paper is a substitution. 

Description of Prompt for Grade 10: Writing to Persuade (Persuasive) 
The Grade 10 persuasive prompt directed the student to convince the school board whether 
schools should ask students to raise money for school activities. 
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Anchor Paper 1-A 
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Anchor Paper 1-B 

Score Point: 1 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities by taking a position against this proposal (“students shouldn’t have to 
go through this”) and then narrowing the focus. There is little evidence of an organizational plan, 
since only a few basic transitions are used in this brief response. The support consists of 
generalizations (“can learn the way of making money . . . to go and do something”) and a brief 
list (“dance’s, party’s and graduations”). Word choice is limited, and there are several usage 
errors. 
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Anchor Paper 2-B 

Score Point: 1 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities by immediately narrowing the focus and taking a position against this 
proposal: “I don’t think its right.” There is little evidence of an organizational plan, since only a 
few basic transitions are used in this brief response. The support consists of a few 
generalizations: “the goverenment needs to step up a give us some,” “If someone . . . had to do 
more things afters school when would homework come in.” Although there is an extension of the 
second supporting idea, the development remains minimal overall. Word choice is limited, and 
there are several errors in usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 3-B 

Score Point: 1 

The writer sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to raise money 
for activities by taking a position in favor of this proposal (“raising money for school activities . . 
. I find is a wounderful idea”) and then narrowing the focus. There is little evidence of an 
organizational plan, since only a few basic transitions are used in this fairly brief response. There 
is almost no development of the support other than a few generalizations: “activities that they 
love doing,” “their own kids that will be contributing and them seeing that they we also want to 
do that.” Instead of developing the supporting ideas, the writer repeats the position several times. 
Word choice is limited, and there are blatant errors in sentence formation. 
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Anchor Paper 4-A 
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Anchor Paper 4-B 

Score Point: 2 

The writer begins by taking a position in favor of the proposal for schools to ask students to raise 
money for activities: “The schoolboard should ask students to gather money for after school 
activities.” The organizational pattern includes a brief beginning that previews the supporting 
ideas, which are elaborated in sequence in the body, and a very brief ending that restates the 
position. Basic transitions enumerate each reason and the closing. The elaboration of the 
supporting ideas is erratic, moving quickly from one idea to the next, and nonspecific: “ensures 
the money goes to wheir they want to,” “help them later on and make learn without knowing.” 
Word choice is predictable, and there are some errors in usage and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 5-C 

Score Point: 2 

The writer begins by taking a position in favor of the proposal for schools to ask students to raise 
money for activities: “should students raise money for school activities I say yes.” The 
organizational pattern consists of a very brief beginning, a somewhat sustained body, and a very 
brief ending. The body of the response presents supporting ideas in an erratic, nonspecific, and 
rambling manner, with very few transitions between ideas: “No school activities that you may 
need money for some people may not have money for school activities and things like that so the 
school is giving them a great opportunity to get a chance of getting the money.” In addition, 
some of the development repeats the idea that students need to work for what they want rather 
than rely on others. Word choice is limited and predictable, and there are errors in sentence 
formation and usage. 
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Anchor Paper 6-B 
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Anchor Paper 6-C 

Score Point: 2 

The writer begins by taking a position in favor of the proposal for schools to ask students to raise 
money for activities: “I think the schools should ask students to raise money for school 
activities.” The organizational pattern includes a beginning that previews the supporting ideas 
presented in the body and an ending that reviews the supporting ideas and restates the position. 
Basic transitions enumerate each supporting idea and are used within each body paragraph. 
There are three ideas used to support the position: “Students participate in school activities, to 
make sure the has enough funds for it to continue, and so students can have something extra to 
do on the side.” The development of these supporting ideas is erratic, moving quickly from one 
idea to the next, and nonspecific: “better equipment or better things to do,” “can’t do it 
anymore,” “would not be bored all the time.” Word choice is limited and predictable, and there 
are some errors in usage. 
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Anchor Paper 7-A 
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Anchor Paper 7-B 
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Anchor Paper 7-C 

Score Point: 3 

The writer begins by taking a qualified position in favor of the proposal for schools to ask 
students to raise money for activities: “we should try and raise money for school activities but 
only to a certain extent.” An organizational pattern is demonstrated through dedicating each of 
the three body paragraphs to one of the conditions of the qualified position. Although transitions 
promote the logical progression of ideas, this progression is limited. There are three ideas used to 
support the position: “some schools don’t have as much money as others,” “so we do not have to 
pay as much to go on trips,” “they will still try to get more.” The development of these 
supporting ideas is uneven. The first two body paragraphs provide general extensions of the 
ideas, while the third body paragraph provides more sustained and specific elaboration: “the 
school will still have some kind of atraction if it is at a carnival or if it is at a football game or 
some other sport.” Word choice is adequate and some variation in sentence structure is 
demonstrated. Although some errors are apparent, the conventions of usage, mechanics, 
punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 8-B 

Score Point: 3 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for school activities by using a ticket seller’s pitch. The focus then narrows to a 
statement of a position in favor of the proposal: “It’s your team too, make sure everyone knows 
you helped out too.” An organizational pattern is demonstrated through the use of transitions that 
promote a limited logical progression of ideas. There is one main idea used to support the 
position: “Being on any school team takes a lot of responsibility.” The development of this 
supporting idea is relatively brief but with some specific details: “In order to show your team 
respect and value, do something on your behave. for example if you team needs new uniforms or 
equiment.” Word choice is adequate, and some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. 
Although there are some errors, the conventions of usage, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling 
are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 9-B 

Score Point: 3 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities and quickly narrows the focus by taking a position in favor of the 
proposal: “It is much easier for students to raise money, than the school.” An organizational 
pattern is demonstrated through the use of transitions that promote a limited logical progression 
of ideas. There are three ideas used to support the position: “They quickly raise money. Students 
like prizes and candy so they sell good. They also keep them occupied.” Development of these 
supporting ideas contains some specific details in the first two body paragraphs, but the 
elaboration in the third body paragraph is more general: “That’s how people do things in our 
society . . . They cannot tell the difference between kindness and self-worth.” Word choice is 
adequate, and some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. The conventions of usage, 
mechanics, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 10-C 

Score Point: 4 

The writer begins by taking a position against the proposal for schools to ask students to raise 
money for activities: “Schools should not ask students to raise money for school ‘activities.’” 
This focus is narrowed through the theme of determined avoidance, like “running in circles . . . 
just a lab rat.” An organizational pattern is apparent. The supporting ideas are previewed in the 
introduction, elaborated in sequence in the body, and tied to the theme in the conclusion. This 
pattern is strengthened through the use of transitions to introduce paragraphs and to promote the 
logical progression of ideas within paragraphs. There are three ideas used to support the position: 
“Most students don’t even like school,” “if students wanted to raise money they would do it by 
themselves,” “schools already make mony off us students.” The development of these supporting 
ideas is consistent and specific at the idea level: “They overcharge for luch. Overcharge even for 
the dances. Also, that candy you buy goes right to ‘activities’.” Word choice is adequate, and 
variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. The conventions of usage, mechanics, 
punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 11-B 
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Anchor Paper 11-C 

Score Point: 4 

The writer begins by taking a position in favor of the proposal for schools to ask students to raise 
money for activities: “It would benefit us all in the long run.” An organizational pattern is 
apparent. The supporting ideas are previewed in the introduction, elaborated in sequence in the 
body, and tied to the theme in the conclusion. This pattern is strengthened through the use of 
transitions to introduce paragraphs and to promote the logical progression of ideas within 
paragraphs. There are three ideas used to support the position: “it can buy us new facilities, it 
would make other things for sale cheaper, and we would have more resources available for our 
use.” The development of these supporting ideas is consistent and contains a mixture of general 
and specific details (e.g., “new buildings put in the school,” “normally go for $65.00 would be 
half price,” “come to show their school spirit,” “would have updated references”). Word choice 
is adequate, and some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. The conventions of usage, 
mechanics, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 

Florida Department of Education FCAT 2009 28 



2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12-A 
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Anchor Paper 12-B 

Score Point: 4 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities and quickly narrows the focus by taking a position in favor of the 
proposal: “These things are important and a good way to get money for them is to ask students to 
raise money.” An organizational pattern is apparent. The supporting ideas are previewed in the 
introduction and elaborated in sequence in the body, and the position is repeated to provide 
closure. This pattern is strengthened through the use of transitions to promote the logical 
progression of ideas within paragraphs. There are three ideas used to support the position: 
“sports teams, music classes, and a better school building.” These supporting ideas are developed 
consistently and contain primarily specific details presented in a personal anecdote, an historical 
parallel, and conventional exposition. Word choice is adequate, and variation in sentence 
structure is demonstrated. The conventions of usage, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling are 
generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 13-B 
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Anchor Paper 13-C 

Score Point: 5 

The writer begins by taking a position in favor of the proposal for schools to ask students to raise 
money targeted for specific school activities such as “a club, sports or academics team, or 
provide dances and socials.” The organizational pattern contrasts this legitimate, targeted 
funding with a more illegitimate type of fundraising that would “provide money for a 42 inch 
Plasma screen television that will get absolutely no use in a school at all.” This contrast provides 
for a logical progression of ideas, and consistently effective transitions between and within 
paragraphs contribute to a sense of completeness. The supporting ideas about the legitimate and 
illegitimate types of fundraising are developed through an ample use of specific details: “school 
societies would become more welcoming and heart warming for the students. If the students 
wanted to start a Jazz club or even a math team a fundraiser is the quickest most logical way to 
raise money.” A mature command of language is demonstrated by variation in sentence structure 
and unpretentious, purposeful word choice. The conventions of usage, mechanics, punctuation, 
and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 14-A 
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Anchor Paper 14-B 
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Anchor Paper 14-C 

Score Point: 5 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities by listing various types of events used to entertain the student body. 
The writer then narrows the focus by taking a position in favor of this proposal: “I believe 
schools should ask students to help raise money.” An organizational pattern provides for a 
logical progression of ideas. The introduction establishes the argument’s central contrast between 
academic and extracurricular activities, and different examples of these activities are elaborated 
in the body. The response then concludes with a call for students to accept responsibility for their 
own entertainment, since the school board’s primary responsibility is for facilities and academic 
training. An effective use of transitions between and within paragraphs contributes to a sense of 
completeness. This sense of completeness is further enhanced by the generic contrast between 
education and entertainment. There are three ideas used to support the position: “raise money for 
the teams that represent them,” “Its always been said ‘who works together, plays together,’” “the 
school board supplies us . . . with no cost to the students.” These supporting ideas are developed 
through an ample use of specific examples of activities that entertain and help to develop the 
social skills required for whatever career the students may later choose. A mature command of 
language is demonstrated by variation in sentence structure and apt word choice. Although a few 
errors are apparent, the conventions of usage, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling are generally 
followed. 
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Anchor Paper 15-B 
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Anchor Paper 15-C 

Score Point: 5 

The writer begins by taking a position in favor of the proposal for schools to ask students to raise 
money for activities: “I deffinently beleive schools should ask students to raise money for school 
activities.” An organizational pattern provides for a logical progression of ideas. The supporting 
ideas are previewed in the introduction, elaborated in sequence in the body, and reviewed in the 
conclusion. An effective use of transitions between and within paragraphs contributes to a sense 
of completeness. This sense of completeness is further enhanced through the use of anecdotes 
from the writer’s own participation in band, sports, and academics. There are three ideas used to 
support the position: “Not all schools have enough money to sponsor all activities. Raising 
money builds character. Students become more appreciative of equipment when they raise 
money.” These supporting ideas are developed through an ample use of specific examples in 
which funds were raised to augment the school’s budget so that the participating students’ 
characters were enhanced, and they became more appreciative of the equipment at their disposal. 
A mature command of language is demonstrated by some variation in sentence structure and 
unpretentious, purposeful word choice. Although some errors are apparent, the conventions of 
usage, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Qualifying Paper 6-C 

Score Point: 6 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities by briefly noting the constantly escalating costs of “all items necessary 
to daily life” which impact “everyone, including schools.” The writer then narrows the focus by 
taking a position in favor of the proposal: “I think that it is justifiable that schools ask students to 
raise money for school activities.” This technique reflects insight into the writing situation. An 
organizational pattern provides for a logical progression of ideas. The supporting ideas are 
previewed in the introduction and elaborated in sequence in the body, and a theme is generalized 
from them in the conclusion: If students don't raise funds, “students might not be exposed to as 
many learning tools as possible . . . Similarly, the students are a tool to getting what the schools 
need.” An effective use of transitions between and within paragraphs contributes to a sense of 
completeness that is further enhanced by the thematic unity of the argument. There are three 
ideas used to support the position: “schools have no other way to get the money, having students 
raise the money brings funds from many sources, and it allows students to have a sense of 
responsibility.” These supporting ideas are developed through a substantial use of specific details 
at the idea level. The writer shows a commitment to and an involvement with the subject through 
a consistently tight logical progression of ideas and a consistently thoughtful freshness of 
expression. A mature command of language is demonstrated by a rhetorically effective variation 
in sentence structure and particularly apt, more formal word choice. Although a few errors are 
apparent, the conventions of usage, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling are followed.  
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Anchor Paper 17-C 

Score Point: 6 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities by employing a brief, purposeful classroom scene delineating 
representative types of students and their interests. Several questions about funding for these 
various activities then narrows the focus to a position in favor of the proposal: “So, who is going 
to do all the fundraising you ask? Well, us. Why shouldn’t we?” This technique reflects insight 
into the writing situation. An organizational pattern provides for a logical progression of ideas. 
After the classroom scene, the supporting ideas are previewed in the introduction, elaborated in 
sequence in the body, and reviewed in the conclusion. An effective use of transitions between 
and within paragraphs contributes to a sense of completeness. There are three ideas used to 
support the position: “We are benifiting from the money, we are learning life lessons, and we are 
the ones who need it.” These supporting ideas are developed through a substantial use of specific 
details on the idea level. The writer shows a commitment to and an involvement with the subject 
through the use of several rhetorical strategies: rhetorical questions, direct address, and anecdotal 
parallels to the students’ fundraising activities. A mature command of language with freshness of 
expression is demonstrated by variation in sentence structure and unpretentious, apt word choice. 
Although a few errors are apparent, the conventions of usage, mechanics, punctuation, and 
spelling are followed. 
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Anchor Paper 18-A 
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Anchor Paper 18-C 

Score Point: 6 

The writer initially sets the scene for the debate about whether schools should ask students to 
raise money for activities with a chocolate seller’s pitch and then narrows the focus to a theme: 
“Students may feel oppressed by the constant badgering that goes on.” This technique reflects 
insight into the writing situation. Although there is no explicit statement of position in this 
opening, the inference is clear that there are numerous problems entailed in this proposal. There 
is an explicit statement of position at the end of the response: “schools shouldn’t have to request 
such a thing from its students and if so, the student should have the option and not feel 
obligated.” An organizational pattern provides for a logical progression of ideas. After the 
opening scene, the supporting ideas are previewed in the introduction, elaborated in sequence in 
the body, and reviewed in the conclusion. An effective use of transitions between and within 
paragraphs contributes to a sense of completeness. There are three ideas used to support the 
position: “take up much of the student’s time, parents end up buying it, and they cause an 
unhealthy competition between students and school activities.” These supporting ideas are 
developed through a substantial use of specific details. The writer shows a commitment to and an 
involvement with the subject through the use of purposeful personal anecdotes that illustrate the 
undue limitations placed upon students by required participation in school fundraisers. A mature 
command of language with freshness of expression is demonstrated by variation in sentence 
structure and unpretentious, apt word choice. Although a few errors are apparent, the 
conventions of usage, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling are followed. 
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