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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Introduction 

Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each 
February. Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee 
(comprised of Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range 
of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. The scoring 
contractor uses these papers to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing 
responses. Each anchor set (scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to 
explain why it was assigned a particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common 
understanding of the scoring criteria. A skilled scoring director and team leaders are responsible 
for training, assisting, and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring 
process. All scoring is monitored by Florida Department of Education staff. 

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, 
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are 
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and 
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp. 

Structure of Anchor Sets 
The released 2009 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2009 writing assessment. Personal information has 
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. Where appropriate, papers 
posing potential issues for public release, such as legibility or sensitive content, have been 
removed. In some cases, responses from Qualifying Set 1 (examination materials required for 
potential scorers) are substituted to provide examples of additional training materials. An 
asterisk (*) is used in the heading to indicate that the previous anchor paper was removed 
or that the qualifying paper is a substitution. 

Description of Prompt for Grade 10: Writing to Explain (Expository) 
The Grade 10 expository prompt directed the student to think about and explain why he, she, or 
someone else saves something. 
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NOTE ABOUT TEXT READERS: The alternate text provides an exact representation of the student’s response, 
including spelling and usage errors.
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Anchor Paper 1-A 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 1-B 

Score Point: 1 

This response focuses on the topic of saving things. There is some attempt at an organizational 
pattern, but few transitional devices are used, and ideas do not connect. Development of the 
support is a mix of fragmentary lists (“cars, cards, Toys, cartoon magazines, bottles, and 
pictures”) and generalizations: “Saving things (stuff) could always be something important in a 
part of your life.” Word choice is limited and repetitive. There are some minor errors in basic 
conventions, but they do not interfere with communication. 
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Anchor Paper 2-A 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 2-B 

Score Point: 1 

This response is focused on several reasons why people save things. There is an organizational 
pattern, and some basic transitional devices are used (“anoter reason,” “My second reason,” etc.), 
but there is little, if any, development of the supporting ideas. The support consists of several 
bare reasons in the form of an organized list: “My second reason is that they want publicity Just 
to make them look better. My last reason is that they could be Just generally nice people.” Word 
choice is limited, but the basic conventions of sentence structure, mechanics, usage, and 
punctuation are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 3-A 
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Anchor Paper 3-B 

Score Point: 1 

This response is focused on the topic, but there is little evidence of an organizational plan. 
Despite the use of some transitional devices, ideas are not well connected and could be 
rearranged without impacting meaning. There is little, if any, development of the supporting 
ideas, and the single example is general: “I save things like stuff from the beach or asouvenir 
from a place I visited in order to remind myself what happened or what a good time I had.” 
Though there are some errors, the conventions of sentence structure, mechanics, usage, and 
punctuation are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 4-A 
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Anchor Paper 4-B 

Score Point: 2 

This response is focused on three reasons why people save things. There is an organizational 
pattern that includes a beginning, middle, and ending, though the introduction and conclusion are 
both brief. The development of the support is nonspecific and limited by vague, predictable word 
choice: “Second, reason why people would save things. Is because it gives them memories of 
other things. So they save that just in case they feel sad or lonely they use the item to remember 
certain things.” Some errors exist in the basic conventions of sentence structure, mechanics, 
usage, and punctuation, but they do not impede understanding. Commonly used words are 
spelled correctly. 
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Anchor Paper 5-A 
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Anchor Paper 5-B 

Score Point: 2 

This response is focused on the reasons why saving things is “widely practiced around the 
world.” There is an organizational pattern that includes a beginning, middle, and ending, and 
basic transitional devices (“For example,” “also”) are used to connect ideas. Though both 
reasons are extended and some examples are provided, the development of the supporting ideas 
is largely nonspecific: “We tend to save things to remind us of something that has meant 
something to us. For example, I have saved a few of my favorite toys that I use to love when I 
was a child. I saved them to remind myself of the fun I use to have playing with my toys.” 
Limited and predictable word choice also contributes to the nonspecific nature of the support. 
There are some minor errors in basic conventions, but these do not interfere with meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 6-A 

Florida Department of Education FCAT 2009
 12 



2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 6-B 

Score Point: 2 

The writer focuses on “certain reasons” why people save things. An organizational pattern is 
demonstrated, including a beginning, middle, and ending. However, development of the support 
is erratic and repetitive: “First some people would save things because maybe the person that 
gave it to them passed a way. If someone wanted me to have something I would take it in a 
heartbeat. If there was anything my family members wanted me to have I would take it.” Word 
choice is repetitive and predictable, which also contributes to the erratic support. The basic 
conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 7-A 
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Anchor Paper 7-B 
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Anchor Paper 7-C 

Score Point: 3 

This response is focused on the “many different reasons” why people save things. Despite a lack 
of paragraphing, an organizational pattern is demonstrated through the use of transitional devices 
to logically connect one idea to the next: “People save just about anything Like, cards, toys, 
antiques, but most of all thing’s that are important. like family pictures. Pictures are one of the 
most widley saved objects in the world. because they forever capture one single moment in  
life . . . ” Development of the supporting ideas is uneven but begins to provide some specific 
examples (pictures, piggy banks, and safes). Word choice is adequate, and there is some variety 
in sentence structure. Conventions are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 8-A 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 8-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 8-C 

Score Point: 3 

This response focuses on reasons why the writer saves things, specifically “grade school papers.” 
An organizational pattern is demonstrated, and the writer uses transitional devices to move from 
one idea to the next. Development of the support is uneven. The first and second reasons are 
predominantly general, while the introduction and final reason provide some specific 
information: “to one day have kids and open up those dusty old boxes and be able to say ‘hey 
look kids, look what mom did’ . . . To share all the memories with my kids would probably be 
the best thing I could ever experience.” Word choice is adequate. Some variation in sentence 
structure is demonstrated, and the conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling are 
generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 9-A 
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Anchor Paper 9-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 9-C 

Score Point: 3 

This response is focused on three reasons why the writer’s mother saves coupons. An 
organizational pattern is demonstrated, but at times it lacks a logical progression of ideas and 
becomes listy. Development of the support is uneven. While there are several specific examples 
throughout the response (“If my mom buy a pair of shoes for example, without a coupon, the 
shoes would cost her eighty dollars or more, but with the coupon she saved she saves a whopping 
twenty dollars.”), there is also some generality and repetition: “on Sunday mornings she likes to 
go through the sales papers to see if she can find other coupons. She absolutly loves to go 
through those sale papers on Sunday mornings. When she goes through them . . . ” Word choice 
is adequate. There is some variation in sentence structure, and the conventions of mechanics, 
usage, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 10-A 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 10-B 

Score Point: 4 

This response is focused on saving lives. An organizational pattern is apparent, and ideas within 
each paragraph progress logically: “Sometimes people just know its the right thing to do to save 
something. Say a little girl was running out into on going traffic and you saw her I’m sure you 
would try to save her. You would do it because you know its the right thing to do. Even if you 
didn’t know her you would at least yell to try to get her attention to tell her to stop.” 
Development of the support is consistent and provides a mix of general and specific information. 
Word choice is adequate, and some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. Despite the 
presence of some errors, the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling 
are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 11-A 

Florida Department of Education FCAT 2009
25 



2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11-C 

Score Point: 4 

This response is focused on three reasons why people save things: “memories, money, and 
family.” The effective use of basic transitional devices helps to create a logical progression of 
ideas within each reason. The support is a consistently developed mix of general and specific 
information: “There are times in everyone’s lives that they never want to forget: their first trip to 
Disney World, first concert, an amazing vacation. Pictures and souveniers help capture these 
memoris so when you’re old and gray you can still remember every detail. When you save these 
items you are preserving a part of your past.” Word choice is adequate, but occasional vivid 
phrases (“purely on sentimental value”) help provide effective elaboration of the supporting 
ideas. Some variation in sentence structure is demonstrated, and conventions are generally 
followed. 
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Anchor Paper 12-A 
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Anchor Paper 12-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12-C 

Score Point: 4 

This response is focused on the topic and consistently develops three reasons why people save 
things. An organizational pattern is apparent, and transitional devices are used skillfully to create 
a logical progression of ideas, not only within each reason but also from one reason to the next. 
Each reason contains a mix of general and specific information: “People save things because 
they have some kind of attachment to their things. Many people collect things because they have 
sentimental value. These items might remind them of some one who has moved, or passed away. 
People also save things to make a collection. Many people have set many records and have 
become famous and rich because of the things they save,” Word choice is adequate, some 
variation in sentence structure is demonstrated, and conventions are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 13-A 
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Anchor Paper 13-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response is focused on several types of people and the things that they save. This stronger 
focus, along with an effective use of transitional devices, creates a sense of completeness and 
logical progression of ideas. The support features an ample use of specific examples and is 
strengthened by a mature command of language: “They save quarters and half-dolars and gold 
American or Spanish coins in hopes that their worth today will double tomarrow. They buy 
books and cleaning supplies for the coins and display cases to show them off. Some people also 
save records and record players to sell for money or hold onto in hopes that they will go back in 
style.” There is variation in sentence structure, and the response generally follows the 
conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 14-A 
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Anchor Paper 14-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response is focused on the topic. Effective use of mostly basic transitional devices (“so,” 
“because,” “when”) provides for a logical progression of ideas and contributes to a sense of 
completeness. Though the first reason is somewhat weaker, the development of the support is 
ample and specific, especially in the final reason: “My grandmother always used to wear a scarf 
with her outfits. She had many different colorful scarves to match whatever she was wearing. 
When she died, each of her grandchildren, including me, received a scarf that once belonged to 
her. We all still have them, because it helps us to remember her and how she always wore 
scarves.” The response demonstrates a well-controlled, mature command of language and 
variation in sentence structure. The conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling 
are generally followed. 

Florida Department of Education FCAT 2009 36 



2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15-A 
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Anchor Paper 15-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response is focused on the topic and discusses three reasons why people save things: 
because they may be valuable, to remember places you visited, and to remember events attended. 
The organizational pattern provides for a logical progression of ideas and uses effective, but 
sometimes basic, transitional devices (“Another reason,” “Now since”) to move from one idea to 
the next. The supporting ideas are developed through an ample use of specific details, and 
several examples are used in each reason: “Almost every woman that gets married and buys a 
dress, saves it only for it to sit in a box under the bed or in a closet. Most of them, save the dress 
not for the hope of fitting into it in 20 years, but to remember that magical day.” The writing 
demonstrates a mature command of language. There is variation in sentence structure, and the 
conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 16-A 
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Anchor Paper 16-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response is focused on several sentimental reasons for saving things, and the writer reflects 
insight into the writing situation: “It may not be worth anything in a pawn shop or wouldn’t 
make more than a couple of dollars if it were sold on the street but to that one person it means 
the world.” Transitional devices are used effectively within each reason to create both a logical 
progression of ideas and a sense of completeness. Despite a weaker final reason, the 
development of the support is substantial, specific, and relevant: “One of my best friends has a 
family portrait that was done in the early 1900’s. She said it’s an honor to have the painting hung 
in her living room over her fire place because it part of her own personal history of family, where 
they came from and how they looked. Not to mention she said one day it will be very vauble and 
she will be able to pass it down to her children.” The writing demonstrates a mature command of 
language and variation in sentence structure. There are few, if any, errors in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 17-A 
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Anchor Paper 17-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17-C 

Score Point: 6 

This tightly focused response features a strong introduction that both reflects insight into the 
writing situation and shows commitment to and involvement with the subject. The organizational 
pattern uses basic transitions in a very effective manner that provides a seamless flow from one 
idea to the next and contributes to a sense of completeness. The development of the supporting 
ideas is substantial and relevant, and the writing demonstrates a mature command of language 
with freshness of expression: “I save things because I enjoy experencing glimpses from my past. 
One always imagines sitting on a rockingchair with grandchildren and showing them old 
photographs of you as a child. I know I relished these times with my grandparents because they 
saved their precious things. Nothing makes people happier than sharng with others their story.” 
There is variation in sentence structure throughout the response, and there are few, if any, errors 
in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 18-A 
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Anchor Paper 18-B 
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2009 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 18-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response is focused on three reasons why people save their “junk.” The writer reflects 
insight into the writing situation throughout the response, especially in the final reason, laziness: 
“They know their lives would be better off without the clutter, but they’d much rather have 
someone else do all the work for them.” The writer maintains a seamless logical flow of ideas 
from one reason to the next through the use of effective transitional devices, which also 
contributes to a sense of completeness. The support is developed through the use of substantial, 
specific, and relevant examples: “they know what it is like to recieve a card, or stuffed animal, or 
boquet of flowers from the ones they love. Most of the time people like to save these things as a 
reminder of how thoughtful a person is, which makes them sentimental. Perhaps, people even 
keep things to be constantly reminded of a deceased loved one.” The writer shows commitment 
to the subject through a purposeful, personal introduction and demonstrates a mature command 
of language with freshness of expression. Sentence structure is varied and there are few errors in 
conventions. 
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