
 
 
  

 

  

 

  
 

   

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  

  
  

 

  
  

  

 

 

   

 

 
  
 
  
  
  
 
 

 
  
   
 
 
 

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 

   
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

       

ΕHE �Ι΋E!Ι ͼF ΏΕ!ͶD!΋DΏ !ͶD ͠ͶΏΕ΋Ι�Ε͠ͼͶ!ͯ ΏΙΈΈͼ΋Ε 

Bureau Chief 

DνΉ ̳ͭϋ΋ϸ Ͷή̀Π͏ρ 

D͏́͏Φ̀͏ν ϮϬϭϱ 

�hikevia Owens 

H͏̳Πϋ΋ϸ Ώ́΋ήήΠρ DΎν͏́ϋήν 
Έ͏ΧΧϸ Ε̳ϸΠήν 

Michelle Gaines 
Nichole Wilder 
Ksena Zipperer 

Ώϋ̳Χ̳͋ν͋ρ DΎν͏́ϋήν 
!ΧΧ Υ΋ΎϋΧ͏ϸ 

Julia Somers-!rthur 
Kathleen �asper 
Jennifer Infinger 

͠ΧρϋνϦ́ϐήΧ̳Π ΏϦκκήνϋ DΎν͏́ϋήν 
̳ͭϋνΎΧ̳ FΎ΁΁͏Ϛ 
LaKeesha Parker 
Petricia Sailor 
�athy Seeds 
!pril Drennan 
!shley Palelis 

͠ΧρϋνϦ́ϐήΧ̳Π ͵̳ϋ͏νΎ̳Πρ 
Ritu �adaya 

Genevieve English-�harles 

ΏΕE͵ DΎν͏́ϋήν 
DνΉ ͫήΧ̳ϋ΋̳Χ ͭ͏͏Χ͏ν 

Heidi �rennan 
Rashad �ennett 
Shelly Miedona 

Ώ́΋ήήΠ �ήϦΧρ͏ΠΎΧ΁ �ήΧρϦΠϋ̳Χϋ 
Helen Lancashire 

Ε΋͏ �Ϧν͏̳Ϧ ή͙ Ώϋ̳Χ̳͋ν͋ρ ̳Χ͋ ͠ΧρϋνϦ́ϐήΧ̳Π ΏϦκκήνϋ 

͏ϷΎρϋρ ϋή Φ̳ϷΎΦΎϽ͏ ρϋϦ͋͏Χϋ ̳́΋Ύ͏ϱ͏Φ͏Χϋ ̀ϸ ͏Χ΋̳Χ́ΎΧ΁ ρϋϦ͋͏Χϋ 

̳́κ̳́Ύϋϸ ϋή Π͏̳νΧ ̳Χ͋ ϋ͏̳́΋͏ν ̳́κ̳́Ύϋϸ ϋή ΎΧ͋ΎϱΎ͋Ϧ̳ΠΎϽ͏ Π͏̳νΧΎΧ΁Ή 

Ώή́Ύ̳Π ΏϋϦ͋Ύ͏ρ 

Ε΋͏ GΎΠ͋͏ν ͯ͏΋νΦ̳Χ Ͷ̳ϐήΧ̳Π HΎρϋήνϸ Ε͏̳́΋͏ν ή͙ ϋ΋͏ Ϋ͏̳ν !ϲ̳ν͋ 

The Natgonal History Teacher of the Year !ward recognizes outstanding K–12 !merican 
history teachers across the country/ The Natgonal History Teacher of the Year is chosen 
from finalists in each of the fifty states, the District of �olumbia, Department of Defense 
School and U/S/ Territories/ Each state winner receives a $1,000 prize, and the Natgonal 
History Teacher of the Year will receive a $10,000 prize and a trip to the awards ceremony 
in New York �ity/ Middle and high school teachers will be considered for the 2016 award/ 
For eligibility informatgon and to nominate a teacher, visit www/gilderlehrman/org/nhtoy/ 
The deadline to nominate a teacher is February 15, 2016/  

̳ͫΦ͏ρ ͵̳͋ΎρήΧ Gν̳͋Ϧ̳ϋ͏ F͏ΠΠήϲρ΋Ύκ 

The James Madison Fellowship is a federal program that offers government and history 
teachers at the secondary level up to $24,000 to complete a master’s degree in fields relat-
ed to the U/S/ �onstgtutgon/ Details about the fellowship and the applicatgon can be found 
at the foundatgon’s website at www/jamesmadison/gov/  !pplicatgons are due March 1, 
2016/ 

�Έ!ͯ͵Ώ 

Ένή͙͏ρρΎήΧ̳Π D͏ϱ͏ΠήκΦ͏Χϋ Ώ͏Π͙-Έ̳́͏͋ Εν̳ΎΧΎΧ΁ �ήϦνρ͏ρ 

�P!LMS offers self-paced professional development modules on a variety of topics/  Self-
paced instructgon provides a way for learners to interact with the content at their own 
pace—very beneficial, especially for those of us with busy schedules! The self-paced train-
ing modules have many advantages, including the ability to review content multgple tgmes, 
and may be accessed from any computer at any tgme/ Teachers, administrators and district 
personnel can partgcipate in modules to learn more about access points, content complexi-
ty, the Florida Standards, instructgonal strategies, specific courses and benchmarks and 
much more/ Many of the modules contain multgple lessons which provide thorough infor-
matgon on the chosen topic/ Please visit 
http.//www/cpalms/org/Public/search/ProfessionalDevelopment for more informatgon/ 

Fήν Φήν͏ ΎΧ͙ήνΦ̳ϐήΧΆ 

́ήΧΰ̳ϋΈ
	

8ϱϬ-Ϯϰϱ-ϬϰϮϯ
	

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/nhtoy
http://www.jamesmadison.gov
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/search/ProfessionalDevelopment


 

  

  

 

  
  

     
  

   

 

   

 

  

 

    
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

           
 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

                        

H͏̳Πϋ΋
	

�΋ΎΠ͋ HϦΦ̳Χ Εν̳ͩ́ΝΎΧ΁ 

FΠήνΎ̳͋ ΋̳ρ ̀͏͏Χ Ύ͋͏Χϐ͟͏͋ ̳ρ ϋ΋͏ ϋ΋Ύν͋ Π̳ν΁͏ρϋ ΋Ϧ̀ ͙ήν ΋ϦΦ̳Χ ϋν̳ͩ́ΝΎΧ΁ ΎΧ ϋ΋͏ ΙΧΎϋ͏͋ Ώϋ̳ϋ͏ρΉ 

Υ΋̳ϋ Ύρ HϦΦ̳Χ Εν̳ͩ́ΝΎΧ΁; 

The recruitment, harboring, transportatgon, provision or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud 
or coercion for the purpose of subjectgon to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, slavery or a commercial sex act/ 

The FDOE human trafficking webpage was unveiled on November 6, 2015/ Please visit regularly for current statgstgcs, informatgon 
and future training opportunitges/ The Healthy Schools �hild Human Trafficking document is another free resource for schools, par-
ents and communitges for antg-trafficking awareness efforts/ 

January is Human Trafficking !wareness Month/ Start planning actgvitges now/ 

“I freed a thousand slaves/ I could have freed a thousand more if only they knew they were slaves/” - Harriet Tubman 

ͯΎ̀ν̳νϸ ͵͏͋Ύ̳ 

ΏϦΧρ΋ΎΧ͏ Ώϋ̳ϋ͏ ΫήϦΧ΁ ΋͏̳͋͏νρ !ϲ̳ν͋ (ΏΏΫ΋!) 

The Sunshine State Young Readers !ward (SSYR!) is a reading program for students in grades 3-8 that promotes reading for 
pleasure/ It is co-sponsored by Florida Department of Educatgon (FDOE) and the Florida !ssociatgon for Media in Educatgon (F!ME)/ 
SSYR! votgng is open to !LL Florida schools/ School librarians are encouraged to take part in the program and submit their students’ 
votes/ SSYR! resources will also be available to anyone who wants them/ These resources include annotated lists of the SSYR! 
books, book club discussion topics, companion tgtles, additgonal resources, charm suggestgons, votgng cards and bookmarks and 
other promotgonal materials/ More informatgon on SSYR! and SSYR! votgng is posted on the F!ME website, http.// 
www/floridamedia/org// 

͠ΧρϋνϦ́ϐήΧ̳Π ͵̳ϋ͏νΎ̳Πρ 

Reviews are currently under way for the 2015-16 Instructgonal Materials !doptgon, which includes course bids in Health, 
World Languages, Visual and Performing !rts and �areer and Technical Educatgon/ 

The adoptgon for 2016-17 will be in Social Studies, and the announcement for interested publishers is posted on the FDOE website 
at http.//www/fldoe/org/academics/standards/instructgonal-materials, along with the courses called for/ Updated course descrip-
tgons may be found online at www/cpalms/org/ The course categories included in the adoptgon are Social Studies K-5, M/J U/S/ His-
tory, M/J �ivics, M/J World History, U/S/ History, Economics with Financial Literacy, U/S/ Government, Psychology, Sociology and 
World History/ 

325 West Gaines Street ▪   Tallahassee, Florida 32399  ▪ 850-245-0423 

http://fldoe.org/schools/safe-healthy-schools/human-trafficking.stml
http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5411/urlt/HumanTraffickingToolkit.pdf
http://www.floridamedia.org/
http://www.floridamedia.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/instructional-materials
http://www.cpalms.org


      

 

 

 

   
  

 
   

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

    
   

 
 

  

  
  

 
 

    
 

    
 

 

 

  
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

    
   

  
 

 
 

  
 

ͯΎϋ͏ν̳́ϸ
	

Υ΋̳ϋ Ύρ Ώ!Ϧϋ΋͏Χϐ́ Ε͏Ϸϋ͟; 

(–̳Χ͋ ϲ΋ϸ ρ΋ήϦΠ͋ ͠ Ϧρ͏ Ύϋ ΎΧ Φϸ ́Π̳ρρνήήΦ;) 

Many terms swirl around the efforts to improve student performance and prepare them for college and career/ One such term is 
“authentgc text/” 

!uthentgc text may be thought of as any text that was written and published for the public/ Journal artgcles, blog posts and novels 
are just a few examples/ 

!uthentgc texts are written for “real world” purposes and audiences. to entertain, inform, explain, guide, document or convince/ In 
fact, authentgc texts need not even be written words/ !udio files, virtual tours, speeches, blueprints, photos, video clips and other 
non-written items that can be read or interpreted are also considered to be text/ 

In contrast, most of what students read in school is written for the purpose of student instructgon at the student’s grade level, and 
is intended to provide content in a clear and accessible manner/ Thus, most are heavily structured through headings, subheadings 
and bullets, often startgng with an overview and ending with review questgons/ Use of graphic devices such as photos, diagrams, 
white space and bold or italic font help to draw the student’s attentgon to important points/ Vocabulary and sentence structure are 
controlled to support comprehension/ 

The problem is that students who have been exposed only to instructgonal text are unprepared for the kinds of materials they must 
confront beyond school, such as academic journals, contracts, tax forms and instructgons, technical manuals, student loan applica-
tgons, consumer reviews or news reportgng and analysis/ In order to ensure our students are prepared to graduate ready to face the 
challenges before them, they must have the skills and strategies to independently grapple with a variety of formats and purposes 
as well as a range of kinds of prose structure and vocabulary/ 

For more informatgon, please contact Julia Somers-!rthur at julia/somers-arthur@fldoe/org/ 

Ͷ͏Ϸϋ ͵ήΧϋ΋Έ How to Select and Use !uthentgc Text to Deepen Student Engagement and Learning 

GΎͽ͏͋ 

Ένή́͏͋Ϧν͏ρ ͙ήν ͭ-ϭϮ GΎͽ͏͋ E͋Ϧ̳́ϐήΧ ΋͏͙͏νν̳ΠΆ Eϱ̳ΠϦ̳ϐήΧ ̳Χ͋ Ώ͏νϱΎ́͏ρ 

In Florida, school districts evaluate students for gifted services and provide gifted support services from kindergarten through grade 
12/ Students may be referred for testgng startgng in kindergarten/ !nyone may refer a student including parents, guardians, educa-
tors or other community members/ Referrals are submitted to the school district, and the district will share the procedural safe-
guards and district procedures to ensure parent or guardian partgcipatgon in the process/ 

! student is eligible for gifted services if he or she meets the state eligibility requirements including exhibitgng an I/Q/ score of 130 
or higher, a need for gifted services and gifted characteristgcs/ Some districts have alternate plans for determining eligibility for stu-
dents/ 

Districts determine the format for serving gifted students startgng in kindergarten based on the district’s program policies and pro-
cedures and the student’s individual needs/ The student’s plan for gifted services is documented in the student’s educatgon plan 
(EP)/ Educatgon plans are created to highlight the gifted student’s strengths and set goals for contgnued support/ EPs are renewed at 
least every three years and during transitgons to new school sites (beginning middle school and high school or moving from one 
school to another)/ If a student is gifted and has a disability, the student is considered twice exceptgonal (2e) and the gifted plans 
will be a part of the individual educatgon plan (IEP)- the IEP procedural safeguards apply/ 

The FDOE provides a Florida K-12 Gifted Educatgon Plan and Resource Guide regarding requirements and resources for imple-
mentgng gifted programs in Florida/ It can be found on the FDOE website on the gifted educatgon page at http.//www/fldoe/org/ 
academics/exceptgonal-student-edu/gifted-edu/stml/ 

325 West Gaines Street ▪   Tallahassee, Florida 32399  ▪  850-245-0423 

mailto:julia.somers-arthur@fldoe.org
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/gifted-edu.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/gifted-edu.stml
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If parents or teachers have questgons about the referral or eligibility process in their district, or questgons about program formats 
and service models, they may contact their gifted educatgon coordinator for their county’s school district/ For general gifted educa-
tgon informatgon, contact Kathleen �asper in the �ureau of Standards and Instructgonal Support at Kathleen/�asper@fldoe/org  
For informatgon on compliance, please contact Patricia Howell in the �ureau of Exceptgonal Educatgon Student Services at 
Patricia/Howell@fldoe/org/ 

1/ Rule 6!-6/0331, Florida !dministratgve �ode (F/!/�/), establishes requirements with regard to the identgficatgon, locatgon, evalua-
tgon and provision of a free appropriate public educatgon for students both with disabilitges and who are gifted/ The requirements
	
apply K-12 with regard to the gifted populatgon/
	
2/ Rule 6!-6/03313, F/!/�/, sets forth procedural safeguards for students who are gifted/
	
3/ Rule 6!-6/03019, F/!/�/, establishes minimum eligibility requirements for gifted support services in Florida/
	
4/ Rule 6!-6/030191, F/!/�/, describes the development of educatgonal plans for exceptgonal students who are gifted/
	
5/ Rule 6!-6/03311, F/!/�/, Procedural Safeguards and Due Process Procedures for Parents and Students with Disabilitges/ 


Ε͏́΋ΧήΠή΁ϸ 

͵ΎΧ͋ ͵̳κκΎΧ΁ ΕήήΠρ 

Teachers have been using graphic organizers in the classroom to engage students in deeper levels of thinking for years/decades/ 
The benefits of using them are well documented/ Now these tools are available for use by teachers and students in an interactgve 
format to increase student engagement and knowledge retentgon/ 

There are many excellent, interactgve mind mapping tools available such as Webspiratgon �lassroom, Popplet and �ubbl/us/ Some 
tools such as Popplet provide limited free access with the optgon to subscribe to get more advanced features/ Other more sophistg-
cated tools such as Webspiratgon �lassroom are designed to be used as a platform for collaboratgon and assessment of critgcal 
thinking/ Teachers and administrators should investggate these tools to determine appropriate uses in the classroom/ Some consid-
eratgons to be made include the age of the students, the cost of the product and interoperability across various platforms/ 

�elow are some suggestgons for using interactgve mind mapping tools across content areas/ 

EL! Students can create an interactgve Venn diagram to compare and contrast two characters from a specific novel or genre/ 

Mathematgcs Teachers can have students create flowcharts detailing the steps of solving a math problem/ Students can present 
their final products to the class/ 

Science Students can get into groups and develop cause-effect diagrams to demonstrate the final outcome of classroom science 
experiments/ 

Social Studies Teachers can allow students to create tgmelines or flowcharts explaining the events leading up to key historical 
events/ 

Tools to �heck Out. 

 Webspiratgon �lassroom www/webspiratgonclassroom/com 

 Popplet www/popplet/com 

 �ubbl/us http.//bubbl/us 

325 West Gaines Street ▪   Tallahassee, Florida 32399  ▪  850-245-0423 

mailto:Patricia.Howell@fldoe.org
http://www.webspirationclassroom.com
http://www.popplet.com
http://bubbl.us
mailto:Kathleen.Casper@fldoe.org


      

 

 

 

    

 

 
 

 

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

ΏΕE͵ 

The Independent �olleges and Universitges of Florida Mathematgcs E-library is an excellent resource for students to gain a stronger 
understanding of foundatgonal mathematgcs concepts/ This resource allows students to explore concepts from whole numbers to 
advanced algebra and can be found at the following link. http.//www/jht/com/icuf/math/html/ In additgon, the link provides re-
sources to other content areas/ 

The !dvanced Learning Environment. Project Improve !lgebra course is another great resource that can be used in and out of the 
classroom/ This resource addresses concepts covered in !lgebra I and !lgebra II, and can be found at http.//www/jht/com/icuf/ 
!lgebra/index/htm/ 

Viewing complicated biological structures and concepts is made easier when using quality animatgons/ ! collectgon of biology ani-
matgons may be found at �iology !nimatgons. http.//biology animatgons/blogspot/com// This site presents a list of over 300 anima-
tgons from acid reflux to wound healing/ Many of the animatgons are narrated and could be used for learning enhancement oppor-
tunitges/ 

FΠήνΎ̳͋ �ήΠΠ͏΁͏ ̳Χ͋ �̳ν͏͏ν ΋͏̳͋ϸ Ώϋ̳Χ̳͋ν͋ρ !ΈΈ 

�y Mastery�onnect 

Open iTunes to buy and download apps/ For android users go to google play store to buy 

and download/ 

The !PP every Florida educator must have/  If you have not done so already, search Flori-

da Standards in your favorite app store and down load this free app/  It is extremely user 

friendly and convenient when accessing standards quickly/ 

325 West Gaines Street ▪   Tallahassee, Florida 32399  ▪  850-245-0423 

http://www.jht.com/icuf/math.html
http://www.jht.com/icuf/Algebra/index.htm
http://www.jht.com/icuf/Algebra/index.htm
http://biology%20animations.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

 

   
      

 

 
 

 

 

   

 
  

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

   
  

 

  

  

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
  

  

 
 

  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

The Florida Virtual �ampus (FLV�) recently rebranded its student-facing online services to better serve K-20 students/ The new 
brand is FloridaShines, which stands for the Florida Student Hub of Innovatgve Educatgonal Services/ 

This new brand name more clearly reflects FLV�’s role in providing the informatgon and tools to help students achieve their dreams 
for a brighter future/ Visit FloridaShines at FloridaShines/org/ 

FE!ΕΙ΋ED ΏE΋Τ͠�EΏ 

HΎ΁΋ Ώ́΋ήήΠ !̳́͋͏ΦΎ́ Ένή΁ν͏ρρ Eϱ̳ΠϦ̳ϐήΧ 

FloridaShines (FloridaShines/org) offers a varie-
ty of student tools for academic preparatgon 
and success, including the recently-redesigned 
High School !cademic Progress Evaluatgon/ 

This popular tool, formerly referred to as the 
“�ollege and �areer Readiness Evaluatgon,” 
measures a high school student’s progress to-
ward obtaining credits and achievements in 
high school/ High school counselors and teach-
ers can work with students who are using this 
tool to help prepare them for college, industry 
certgficates and specific careers/ 

Florida now has a new educatgon and career planning sys-
tem, My�areerShines, funded by the Florida Legislature and 
available free to all students and adults statewide/ This new 
tool is a service of FloridaShines/ 

My�areerShines is powered by Kuder®, a natgonally recog-
nized company providing research-based assessments and 
planning tools for individuals at various stages of their lives/ 

My�areerShines is being implemented in three phases/ Two 
of those phases have been actgvated. 

ͭϦ͋͏ν® Ͷ̳ϱΎ΁̳ϋήν¯ for middle and high school students 
(launched in September 2015) 

ͭϦ͋͏ν® ͫήϦνΧ͏ϸ¯ for postsecondary students and adults 
(launched in November 2015) 

ͭϦ͋͏ν® G̳Π̳Ϸϸ¯ for elementary school students (planned in 
Fall 2016) 

My�areerShines is also accessible to students with disabili-
tges and will be available in Spanish in 2016/ 

Using My�areerShines, your students will be able to explore 
careers, identgfy personal preferences for future employ-
ment and learn about the educatgonal requirements for 
specific professions/ 

To learn more about this excitgng new career planning tool, 
visit MyCareerShines.org/ For questgons, email mycareer-
shinesinfo@uwf.edu/ 

http://www.floridashine.org/
http://www.floridashine.org/
mailto:mycareershinesinfo@uwf.edu
mailto:mycareershinesinfo@uwf.edu
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