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for students

January 26, 2022

Florida Department of Education
Attn: Laura Mazyck

325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1044
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Ms. Mazyck:

I am writing to inform you that Step Up For Students, Inc. (Document Number NOO000001090, established
February 18, 2000 and FEIN 59-3649371), which is currently an approved Scholarship Funding Organization
for the 2021-2022 school year and has applied for such for the 2022-2023 school year, has changed its name
to Step Up For Students-Florida, Inc., effective January 10, 2022.

The organization’s mission remains the same but the purpose of the name change is to emphasize our role
as a Scholarship Funding Organization in the State of Florida. The Board of Directors, leadership and
principal address of the organization remain the same.

We have also created a new supporting non-profit corporation that has assumed the name Step Up For
Students, Inc. The purpose of that organization is to support Step Up For Students-Florida, Inc. and any
other state organizations we may create to serve students in those other states. The Board of Directors and
Officers of Step Up For Students, Inc. are the same as those for Step Up For Students-Florida, Inc.

Please let me know if you have any questions on the above changes.

Sincerely,

gf

Joseph E. Pfountz
Chief Financial Officer

www.StepUpForStudents.org
1901 Ulmerton Road, Suite 180 e Clearwater, FL 33762
4655 Salisbury Road, Suite 400 e Jacksonville, FL 32256
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ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMENT e ]
of the Lt
. . I = -
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION - -R
of tf =, =
STEP UP FOR STUDENTS. INC, e m
DOCUMENT NUMBER: NOM0G0081090 Loz U
o5 W
Pursuant to the provision of Sections 6171000 and 617, 1007, Florida Siatutces. Sic%@j ~
For Students. Inc.. a Florida not for profit corporation (the “Carporarion™ ), adopis the following &

Articles of Amendment and Restatement to amend and restate its Articles of Incorporation:

FIRST: The Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation
(the “dAmended and Restared Articles™) are set forth in EXHIBIT A,
SECOND:  The Amended and Restated Articles were adopted by unanimous consent ol

the Bourd of Directors of the of the Corporation on November 23 2021, There are no members
entitled 1 vote on the amendment and restatement,

THIRD: The Amended and Restated Articles shall be effecuve as ol the date liled
with the Secretary of State of the State of Florida.

FOURTILIL: Pursuant o Aricle T of the Amended and Restated Articles ol the
Corporation, the name of the Corporation shall now be Step Lip For Students -~ Florida, Inc.

Signed effective as the 23 duy of _nNovember 202},

Srep Up For Stopints, INC..
a Florida not for profit corporation
Docusioned by:

RBv: ,%SL#L 6 PW‘) L

v FFCRAIESSTREL
Joseph Pfountz, as 1 reasurer

H22000009860
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EXHIBIT A T o

TS

|h‘ i— 3

: _ i &
ARTECLES OF AMENDMENT AND RESTATEMEN| ZooE
of the ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION of STEP UF AR o
FOR STUDENTS - FLORIDA, INC. (A NOT-FOR- e, M
PROFIT CORPORATION) ol x Y

Snow

ARTICLF | S

NAME =

The name of this corporation is Step Up For Students - Florida, Inc. (the ~Corporation™),

ARTICLE 11
PRINCIPAL QOFFICE AND MAILING ADDRESS

The principa] oftice and the mailing address of the Corporation shall be localed at 46355
Salisbury Road. Suite 400. Jacksonville, Florida 32256,

ARTICLE 11
PURPOSES

The Corporation is organized and shall be operated exclusively as a corporation not-tor-
profit and for chantable purposes within the meaning of Section 501(¢)(3) of the Infernal Revenue
Code of 1980. as amended {the “Cede™), and the Treasury Regulations issued thereunder, or the
corresponding provision ol any future United States Internal Revenue Law, including, for such
purposcs. the making ot distributions to organizations thar qualify as exempt organizations under
Section 301{c)(3) of the Code or the corresponding provision of any future United Siates [nternal
Revenue Law. More specifically to empower parents to pursue and engage in the most appropriate
leamning options for their children, with an emphasis on families who lack the financial resources
to access these options. By pursing this mission, we help pubhic education fulfill the promise of
cqual opportunity.

ARTICLE IV
POWERS

The Corporation shall have the general power o0 do all lawful acis. as conferred upon
corporations nut-for-protit by Section 617.0302. Florida Statutes. including all those things
necessary or expedient to carry out the purposes and responsibilities of the Corporation.

Notwithstanding the generality of the foregoing, the powers of the Comaoration shall be
subject to the following limitations and restrictions:

{a) The Corporation shall have no power to do any act inconsisient with the
provisions ol Sections SG1(e}3) and 1 70{(c)(2) ol the Code, or the corresponding provisions of any
{uture United States internal Revenue Laws and the Corporation shall not carry on any other
activities not permitted to be carried on by (1) a corporation exempt from Federal Income Tax

[RRLrRY]

H22000009860
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under Section S01(¢)(3) of the Code. vr the corresponding provision ol any future United States
Internal Revenue Lawe, or (i1) a corporation. contributions to which are deductible under Section
170(c)2) of the Code. or any other corresponding provision ol any future United States Internal
Revenue Law.

{b) No part of the income. profit or assets ot the Corporation shall inure to the
benelit of, or be disiributable to, directly or indirectly. its directors. officers, ur other privale
persons; provided however, that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered o pay
reasonable compensation for services rendered and o0 make paymemts and distributions in
furthcrance of the pumoscs sct forth in Article TI1 of these Articles of Incorporation; and

() No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrving
on of prupaganda, or uotherwise attempting to influence kegislation, and the Corporation shall not
participate in. or intervene in (nchiding the publishing or distribution of statements) any political
campaign on behalf ol any candidate for public office.

ARTICLE ¥V
MEMBERS

This Corporation shall have one (1) member, Step Up For Students, Inc.. a Flonda not for
profit corporation (the “Member™), and the conditions of membership shall be as set {orth i the
Corporation’s Bylaws.

ARTICLE V1
BOARD OF DARECTORS

(a) All corporate powers shalt be exercised under the authority of, and the
atTairs of the Corparation shall be managed under the direction of the Board of Directors, except
as otherwise provided by law or in these Articles of Incorporation or the Bylaws of the
Corporation.

(b) The Corporation shall have nine (9) direciors as of the hling of these
Articles of Incorporation. The number ol directors may be increased or decreased {rom time to
time gaccording to the Byvlaws, but shall never be no lewer than five {5) or no more than twelve
(12).

() The Members of the Bourd of Directors, as applicable, shall have the power
to clecet addirional or successor dircetors and shall have the power to remove any existing dircctor

as provided in the Bylaws,

(d) The names and addresses of the members of the Board ol Directors are as
follows:

H22000009860
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Iohn Kirtley

Allison Herog

Curtis Stokes

Paul Sherman

Richard Qutram

Altred “Al” Lawson., Jr,

Terry Jove

John Legg

Denisha Merriweather

H22000009860

ADDRESS

40655 Salisbury Road. Suite 400
Tacksonville. Florida 32236

4655 Salisbury Road. Suite 400
JacksonviHe, Flonda 32256

4655 Salisbury Road. Suite 400
Jacksonville. Florida 32256

4655 Salisbury Road. Suite 400

Jacksonville. Fiorida 32256

4653 Sahishury Road. Suite 400
Jacksonville. Florida 32256

4655 Sahisbury Road. Suite 400
Jacksonville, Florida 32236

4655 Suhsbury Road. Suite 400
Jacksonville. Florida 32256

4655 Salisbury Road, Suite 400
Jacksonville, Flonda 32256

4055 Salisbury Road. Suite 400
Jacksonville. Florida 32256

ARTICLE ¥iI
OFFICERS

) The officers of the Corporation shall be a President, a Treasurer and o
Secretary, and such other officers as may be provided by the Bylaws.

{b) The officers shall be elected by a majority vote of the members ol the Board
of Directors at their annual mecting or at such other times as provided in the Bylaws.

{c) The names of the officers of the Corporation are as follows:

Doug Tuthill
Joseph Plountz
Anne White
Gina Lynch
Lesley Searcy

1243440

President

Treasurer

Secretary

Chief Operating Oflicer
Chiel Externad AlTairs Officer

H22000009860
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ARTICLE VI
INITIAL REGISTERED OFFICE AND AGENT

The street address of the initial registered oftice of the Corporation is 46535 Salisbury Road,
Suire 400, Jacksonville, Florida 32256: the nmne of the inirial registered agent of the Corporation
al thai address is Joseph Plountz,

ARTICLE IX
DURATION AND COMMENCEMENT

The Corporation shall exist perpetually unless dissolved according to the provisions of the
Amended and Restated Bylaws, or the laws of the State of Florida.

ARTICLE X
ByLAWS

(a) The Member may provide such Bylaws for the conduct of the business of
the Comporation and the carrving out ol'its purposes as they may deem necessary from time to time,
including. but not limited to, provisions for the quortm and voting requircments tor meetings and
activities of the Board of Directors; provided. however, that such Byvlaws shall not conllict with
any of the provisions of these Articles of Incorporation.

{b) The Bylaws may be amended. sltered or rescinded by the Member,

ARTICLE X1
AMENDMENTS

Upon proper notice, these Armicles of [ncorporation mayv be amended. altered. changed or
repeitled by the Member, All power and authonity conferred hereby upon oiTicers and the Board
of Directors of the Corporation are granted subject to the ferther amendment of these Articles of
Incorporation,

ARTICLE X1I
CORPORATE LIGUIDATION AND DISSOLLUTION

No person, firm or corporation shall ever receive anv dividends or profits irom the
undertaking of the Corporation, and upon dissolution, the asscts of the Corporation. after all debis
and habilities are paid, shall be disteibuted at the direction of the Member:

(1) o one or more organizations Quah fed under Scetion S01{c)3) of the Code,
or the corresponding provision of any [uture United States Intemal Revenue Law, that have
purposcs simiar to the charitable purposes of the Corporation:

(b to the federal government or a staie or local government, for pubiic purposes
similar to the chantable purposes ol the Comporation consistent with Section 301(c)(3) of the Code.

1243430 4
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or the corresponding provision ol any future United States Internal Revenue Law. and in
accordance with the laws of the State of Florida:

(c) upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction, to another orgamization
be used in such manner as in the judgment of the court wiil best accomplish the charitable purposes
of this Carporation; or

{d) to some combination of the foregoing.

ARTICLE X111
LIMITATIONS ON CORPORATE POWER

Should the corporation at any time be considered a “Private Foundation”™ under Section
309(a) of the Code, or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue
Law, the following limitations will applv:

{a) The Corporation will distribute its income for each tax vear at such time and
in such manncr so that it will not become subject to the tax on undistributed income imposcd by
Section 4942 of the Code, or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal
Revenue Law:

(b} The Corporation will not engape in any act of sell-dealing as defined in
Section 4941(d) of the Code. or the correspondmg provision of any future United States Internal
Revenue Lows:

(c) The Corporation will not retain any excess business holdings as delined in
Scction 4943(c) of the Code, or the corresponding provision of any future United States Intemnal
Revenue Law,

(d) The Corporation will not make any investments in a manner that would
subject 1t 1o tax under Section 4944 of the Code. or the corresponding provision of any future
United States [Intemal Revenve Law: and

() The Corporation will not make any taxable cxpenditures as detined in
Section 4945(d) of the Code. or the corresponding provision of any future United States Intemal
Revenue Law,

ARTICLE XIV
INDEMNIFICATION

The Corporation shall indemnily the Member, officers. directors. employees and agents to
the full exient pennitted by the Florida iNot-For-Profit Corporation Act, provided, however that no
such indemniication shall be permitted f such idemmification would violate the purposes ol the
Corporation as specified in Article [ of these Articles of Incorporation or would be inconsistent

H22000009860
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with the provisions ol Section 301{¢)(3) and Scction 170(c)2) of the Code, or corresponding
provisions of any future United States internal Revenue Laws,

Remainder of Page Intentionally Blank -~ Signature Pages Follow
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CERTIFICATE DESIGNATING PLACE OF BUSINESS
FOR THE SERVICE OF PROCESS WITHIN THIS STATE
NAMING AGENT UPON WilOM PROCESS MAY BE SERVED
Pursuant 10 Chapter 48.091. Flonda Staties, the following is submitted, in compliance
with the Act:
That Step Up For Students - Florida, Iuc., desiring to incorporate under the faws of the

State ol Florida, has named Joseph Pfountz. located at 4655 Salisbury Road. Suite 400,
Jacksonville, Florida 32236, as its agent to accept service of process within this State,

ACKNOWLEDGMENT BY REGISTERED AGENT:
Having been named to accept service of process {or the Corporation at the place designated

in this Certifteate, 1 hereby accept w act in this capacity and agree to comply with the provision of
the Act relative to keeping open such oflice.

3

DocuSiored by:
11/23/2021 ——"—@ ! e
. n EFCYaIS0TT2003A
Date: 2021 Joseph Plountz
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