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6A-1.09961 Graduation Requirements for Certain Students with Disabilities

ch school board shall, pursuant to Section 1003.438, F.S., prescribe special requirements for graduation for
students who have been properly identified as educable mentally handicapped, trainable mentally handicapped,
hearing impaired, specific learning disabled, emotionally handicapped, profoundly handicapped, physically
impaired, or language impaired. The school board shall make provision for each student to use basic, vocational, and
exceptional student™education courses as appropriate for meeting graduation requirements. Any such student
completing the special rejyuirements shall be awarded a Special Diploma in the form prescribed by subsection 6A-
1.0995(2), F.A.C.

(1) Special Diploma Options. Schoo\boards may award Special Diplomas based on two (2) options.
(a) One option shall include phqcedures for determining and certifying mastery of student performance

standards for a special diploma for students\who enter ninth grade in or before school year 1998-1999 as prescribed
in subsections (3)-(11) of this rule; or higher levels of student performance standards for students with disabilities
adopted by the district school board; and minimum nymber of course credits specified by the district school board.
For students entering ninth grade in or after 1999-2000 mastery is determined as indicated in subsections (12)-(13)
of this rule.

(b) The second option shall include procedures for determining and certifying mastery of demonstrated

the school district, and between courses of study leading to Standard or Special Diplomas\as appropriate.

(a) The individual educational plan (IEP) committee shall document whether the student ¥§ pursuing a course of
study leading toward a Standard or Special Diploma on the IEP developed during the student’s eighth grade year, or
the IEP developed during the school year of the student’s fourteenth birthday, whichever occurs first. TXis decision
shall be reviewed annually.

(b) Nothing contained in this rule shall be construed to limit or restrict the right of student with a disabi
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olely to a Special Diploma. The parents of each student eligible for a Special Diploma for students shall be notified

throwgh the 1EP process of the options available under this rule.

(©)

Section 1008\25, F.S.

ecial Diploma requirements shall be included in the district pupil progression plan adopted pursuant to

(3) Educable\mentally handicapped. Student performance standards for students identified as educable mentally
handicapped shall intlude:
(a) Mastery of the following student performance standards at the levels of Reading, Level 1V; Writing, Level
V; Language, Level V; Mathematics, Level V; and Social and Personal, Level V as adopted by Rule 6A-1.0941,
F.A.C.; and,
(b) Completion of the minimum nymber of course credits prescribed by the school board for students identified
as educable mentally handicapped.
(4) Trainable mentally handicapped. Studeqt performance standards for students identified as trainable mentally
handicapped shall include:
(a) Mastery of the following student performance’standards at the levels of Reading, Level Il1; Writing, Level
IV; Language, Level Il1; Mathematics, Level I11; and Social and Personal, Level Il as adopted by Rule 6A-1.0941,
F.A.C.; and,
(b) Completion of the minimum number of course credits presckibed by the school board for students identified
as trainable mentally handicapped.
(5) Hearing impaired. Student performance standards for students identified as hearing impaired shall include:
(a) Mastery of the following student performance standards at the levels of Reading, Level V; Writing, Level V;
Language, Level 1V; Mathematics, Level V; and Social and Personal, Level V as adopted by Rule 6A-1.0941,
F.A.C.; and,
(b) Completion of the minimum number of course credits prescribed by the school board\for students identified
as hearing impaired.

(6) Physically impaired. Student performance standards for students identified as physically

include:

Language, Level I1I; Mathematics, Level V; and Social and Personal, Level V as adopted by Rule 6A-1.094



/A.C.; and,

) Completion of the minimum number of course credits prescribed by the school board for students identified
as physically impaired.
(7) Language impaired. Student performance standards for students identified as language impaired shall
include:
(a) Mastery of the following student performance standards at the levels of Reading, Level V; Writing, Level V;
Language, Level I1I; Mathematics, Level V; and Social and Personal, Level VI as adopted by Rule 6A-1.0941,
F.A.C.; and,
(b) Completion of the minimixn number of course credits prescribed by the school board for students identified
as language impaired.
(8) Emotionally handicapped. Student'performance standards for students identified as emotionally handicapped
shall include:
(a) Mastery of the following student performange standards at the levels of Reading, Level V; Writing, Level V;
Language, Level V; Mathematics, Level V; and Socis] and Personal, Level 1V as adopted by Rule 6A-1.0941,
F.A.C.; and,
(b) Completion of the minimum number of course credits pxescribed by the school board for students identified
as emotionally handicapped.
(9) Specific learning disabilities. Student performance standards for students identified as specific learning
disabled shall include:
(a) Mastery of the following student performance standards at the levels of Reading, Level V; Writing, Level V;
Language, Level VI; Mathematics, Level V; and Social and Personal, Level V aj\adopted by Rule 6A-1.0941,
F.A.C.; and,
(b) Completion of the minimum number of course credits prescribed by the school board\or students identified
as specific learning disabled.
(10) Profoundly handicapped. Student performance standards for students identified as profoundl
(a) Students with profound handicaps shall include students identified as profoundly mentally hangicapped,

dual-sensory impaired, autistic, or severely emotionally disturbed as defined by Rule 6A-6.03021, F.A.C., and,

(b) The determination of the requirements for a Special Diploma for students identified as profound



andicapped shall be consistent with the requirements for any other exceptional students identified in this rule and

1.0941(1), F.A.C\ shall be accepted in lieu of mastery of the student performance standards noted above for

awarding of a specialdiploma.
(12) Special diploma\requirements. For students entering ninth grade in or after 1999-2000, special diploma
requirements shall include:
(a) Demonstration of proficiercy at the independent, supported, or participatory level of each Sunshine State
Standard for Special Diploma prescribed in paragraph 6A-1.09401(1)(h), F.A.C., as determined through the IEP
process, and,
(b) Completion of the minimum number ®f course credits for a special diploma as prescribed by the school
board.
(13) Sunshine State Standards. For students with Wisabilities as defined in this rule, mastery of the Sunshine
State Standards through successful completion of courses that meet graduation requirements for a standard diploma,
specified in paragraphs 6A-1.09401(1)(a)-(g), F.A.C., shall be\accepted in lieu of Sunshine State Standards for
Special Diploma noted in subsection (12) of this rule for awarding of\q special diploma.
(14) Employment and community competencies. Each school bdard’s requirements for demonstration of
mastery of specified employment and community competencies shall ensure:
(a) The student has achieved all the annual goals and short-term objectives\which were specified on the IEP
related to the employment and community competencies;
(b) The student is employed in a community-based job, for the number of hours per week specified in the
student’s training plan, for the equivalent of one (1) semester, and paid a minimum wage il\compliance with the
requirements of the Fair Labor Standards Act;
(c) The student has mastered the employment and community competencies specified in a trainkag plan. The
training plan shall be developed and signed by the student, parent, teacher, and employer prior to placgment in

employment and shall identify the following:

1. The expected employment and community competencies;



iteria for determining and certifying mastery of the competencies;

3. The work schedule and the mimi mber of hours to be worked per week; and,

4. A description of the supervision to be provided by school distri
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