
Citrus County 
School District

Where learning is the 
expectation and caring 
is the commitment.



Bellows College

CITRUS COUNTY
JULY 2017

US Census Bureau
CITRUS 

COUNTY FLORIDA

Total Population 145,647 20,984,400

Age 65 + 35.9% 20.1%

Poverty 16.6% 14%

Median Income $39,054 $48,900

APRIL 2018
Bureau of Labor Statistics

CITRUS 
COUNTY FLORIDA UNITED 

STATES

Unemployment Rate 4.7% 3.4% 3.9%
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The whole community believes in the mission to 
educate all students through relevant curriculum and 

experiences for life in an ever-changing world.



Miles Teller Kissy Simmons

Mike Hampton Steve Holland



Bellows College

James Best
Sheriff Rosco P. Coltrane

Dukes of Hazzard
Citrus County Resident
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Community Partnerships & Relationships

Elks Club



To Name a Few…
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• Early Literacy Programs: The First Library & ReadingPals
• Veterans in the Classroom
• Mock Elections in the Classroom
• Golden Citrus Scholars Program
• Free Teacher Store
• SchoolHouse Hustle & Kids Marathon
• Save Our Waters Program
• Water & Bicycle Safety
• Science Fair & Math Field Day
• Student of the Month and Citizenship Awards 
• Tropicana Speech Program
• Upward Bound Program
• Commissioner’s Academic Challenge Team
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CITRUS COUNTY SCHOOLS

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 STATE
TOTAL ENROLLED 15,550 15,638 15,971 2,833,115

Students with 
Disabilities

12.3% 12.2% 12.6% 13.6%

English Language 
Learners

0.9% 0.9% 1% 10.2%

Economically 
Disadvantaged

66% 66% 68.4% 57.3%

Minority 18.4% 19.2% 19.6% 62%
Based on Survey 2 Fall Enrollment

24 Citrus County Schools
- 11 Elementary
- 4 Middle
- 3 High
- 6 Other (AES, CREST, SRMI, WTC, Cypress Creek, PACE)



CITRUS COUNTY SCHOOLS

• First school district in the nation to be designated a Purple Heart 
School District

• Designated an “A” or “B” district for the past 14 years and no 
schools rated below a “C” for the past 9 years

• Every year since 2011, US News & World Report and The 
Washington Post have recognized Citrus County’s high schools as 
the Best High Schools in US and America’s Most Challenging 
High Schools.

• Ranked in the top third of all Florida districts in all subject areas 
for the past 11 years according to statewide assessments

• Citrus County School’s International Baccalaureate Program is 
ranked in the state’s top 5.

• In 2018, 206 of our graduates received $11 million in 
scholarships.

Sam Himmel
Superintendent

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS



Bellows College

Lavan Dukes District Data 
Leader Award

2015
Sam Himmel
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DISTRICT 
STRATEGIC 
GOALS

Citrus County Schools
5-Year Plan Aligned with Florida’s Strategic Goals



College and 
Career 

Readiness 
in 

Citrus 
County 
Schools



Uniform Grad Rate:  Cohort-based students who 
graduated in four years with a standard Florida high 

school diploma 

* Students withdrawn to contracted private institutions no 
longer counted as graduates.
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Bellows College

School of Art
Lecanto High 

14



Hands-on, project-based 
learning opportunities 

connecting to environmental 
science exploration and careers

ACADEMY OF ENVIORNMENTAL SCIENCE
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CHARTER
SCHOOL



Building scientific literacy, student interest 
and involvement in environmental 

conservation, protection, and stewardship 
ethics through hands-on laboratory and 

field-based educational experiences in the 
Gulf of Mexico coastal and nearshore 

habitats
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ACCELERATION OPPORTUNITIES

Industry

Certifications

Dual 
Enrollment



• 1:1 iPad implementation for all students in grades 4 through 12

• Technology Coaches at the School and District Levels

• The Academy of Computer Science

• Community and Family Tech Support

21st CENTURY LEARNING 
#ccsbinnovates

CODING



Preparation for high-wage, high-demand careers in Healthcare, Automotive Services, 
Cosmetology, Information Technology, Culinary Arts, Electricity, Criminal Justice, Air 

Conditioning/Heating/Refrigeration, Welding and many other growing fields.

Withlacoochee Technical College (WTC)

19Recognized as #1 by TopNursing.org among Licensed 
Practical Nursing (LPN) programs in the State of Florida
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OUR 
FUTURE IS 
BRIGHT



Citrus County 
School District

Where learning is the 
expectation and caring 
is the commitment.
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